The Greater Horseshoe
School
April 2019: Issue 4
Appointment of Deputy Head Teacher
I am delighted to let you all know that we have a new Deputy Head Teacher. Richard joined our
team in September when the school opened; since then he has joined the Senior Management Team
and has now been appointed Deputy Head. Richard will be supporting Lukasz and Laura and the
staff team in taking the Greater Horseshoe School on to its next stage of development. Richard is
looking forward to the challenge of helping the school grow and supporting all staff and students in
their progress.
Curriculum
Together with our colleagues from Wessex Lodge School we have been developing our curriculum
intents. This is as a result of changes proposed in the new 2019 Ofsted inspection framework where
curriculum will be ‘central focus’. This week we have introduced our new assessment across the
whole curriculum and started planning how we are going to implement our new curriculum. During
summer term we are going to trial new arrangements.
New Students
We would like to welcome our new students
starting this term: Harrison, Austin, Ethan
and Jack. They have all made a good start,
settling in to the farm as well as the school.
The students have started to make friends
and explore new subjects. A really big welcome to you all!
I am also looking forward to start working
with our new Speech and Language Therapist, Occupational Therapist and Play Therapist who will be joining our team in summer term.
Lukasz Miecznikowski
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New Music Room
We are excited to announce that our new music classroom is now open! It is a brilliant space which is being
developed to make it even more comfortable for listening, learning and playing music. The music room enables our school to hold more instruments for students
to explore. It’s the perfect spot to set up music technology which will be a great avenue into creating music.

Music
This term has been all about getting our students started learning instruments practically, focussing on the guitar and ukulele. Our students have been learning how to play famous rock riffs
such as “Seven Nation Army” and “Smoke on the Water” by picking individual strings on the guitar. Later in the term our students have been challenging themselves to strum chords on the
ukulele along to “Riptide” by Vance Joy.
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Horse riding
This half term Taavi, Riley, Ethan and Abby have shown a keen interest in going horse riding on
a weekly basis. Abby has even started weekly rising lessons. These sessions initially were only for 30 minutes at a time, but soon became so popular and therapeutic for the young people
that they were increased to one hour.
The progress that our young people have made has been truly amazing. This has been evident
in their fantastic social and interaction skills displayed with the horses, staff and the general
public alike. As a result, each student has been able to successfully achieve an AQA unit award
in ‘Horse riding with a leading rein.’
Since completing her AQA unit award, Abby has started private riding lessons at Finlake without
the support of being on the lead-rein. She is learning to control a horse on her own by riding
figures, riding over poles and even learning the rising trot. Abby is aiming to complete her AQA
award in the Introduction to Horse care and husbandry with Jemma next term.

Library visits
Last term we started to introduce visits to the library in
Bovey Tracey. This term even more of our students
have been going to the library. They have started to
complete book reviews on the books they have read.
These could be comic books, pictures books, joke
books, fiction, non-fiction, anything the children enjoy
reading. We are hoping next term to start recording the
books the children have been reading so they can see
their reading progress. We believe that reading is hugely
important, and are keen to pass a love of reading on to
as many students as possible.
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Art
For the past month, students have been exploring different media in the art room. For World
Book Day, students created a “Book in a Box” - a three-dimensional visual representation of
their favourite book. Aiden folded dinosaurs out of paper for his Jurassic landscape, Braiden
created a black and white box with his favourite characters from “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” and
Kaycee moulded a hot air balloon which she painted in bright colours.

Many students have tried their hand at clay work, creating sculptures and other objects. KS2
students have started an AQA award unit on abstract art, using acrylic paint as well as other
methods to create art work inspired by three famous artists.
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Taking advantage of the sunny weather, KS3 students have been learning to use the DSLR
camera outside. Harrison created a pattern to use in printmaking and Austin recreated his photograph in watercolour.

PSHE (personal, social and health education)
This term we have had some fantastic PSHE sessions. All our students have had the opportunity to explore the local community and develop their knowledge and skills. We have also
started to cover AQA units with our students. Some of our students have been to the beach and
joined in with a ‘beach clean.’ They have also been researching how to protect marine life, as
well as the impact of rubbish and plastic pollution on the beach. Some of our students have
been awarded a beach clean certificate! We are hoping to carry on with this after the Easter holidays as it is important for our students to learn how and why to look after our world.
We are hoping next term to go out and about in the sunshine. Going to different places for nature walks, picnics, bike rides, and many more outdoor activities. We hope that it will be worth
bringing sun hats and sun cream!
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Small Animal Area
This term our students were excited to take part in our opening ceremony for our small animal
area. We planted a lovely weeping birch tree that will provide shelter and shade for the animals.
We now have two German Pekin Ducks, two Bantam hens, two Sussex Red hens and two
Netherland Dwarf rabbits!
All animals are housed together in the small animal area with a pond and a variety of different
hutches and shelters to rest in.
We have been delighted to add animal care to our timetable. All of our students have enjoyed
taking part in feeding, safe holding, cleaning and health inspections. Students are now working
towards AQA Unit Awards for animal care.
As well as having timetabled Land-Based Studies sessions, the students are able to sit and
watch the animals during breaks – this can have a wonderfully therapeutic impact.
Our lovely chickens have been laying some tasty eggs for us (at least three a day) and our students have been cooking with them in Food Tech, making cakes for Children in Need and for
Easter activities.
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Down on the Farm
All students have been involved in developing our Care Farm further this term.
Activities have included: Forest School, Bush Craft, garden tool use, path laying, tree planting,
weeding, soil science, cultivation, land clearance, foraging, fire lighting and cooking on an open
fire.
All our students are also involved in developing the farm; their ideas are invaluable. Students
are keen to develop the adventure play-ground area, construction area, outside cooking area
and the mechanics garage.
Next term our vegetable beds and poly-tunnel will be ready to use, so learning will be structured
around growing healthy food on the farm. We will be growing our own produce to cook and
teach with and potentially sell. We also plan to introduce some chickens to help clear some
ground for planting our therapeutic garden.
By the end of this year we hope to be growing our own produce all year round!
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The ‘Lego Man’
At the end of term we were pleased to have a visit from Julian of Brick Ideas. Julian brought in
a wealth of Lego resources and projects for the students to have a go at. All of the students
greatly enjoyed the activities provided. We are looking forward to providing similar exciting opportunities for our students in the future.

ASD training
At the end of term the whole staff team took part in specialist training regarding a range of learning needs, focussing on Autistic Spectrum Disorder. This gave everyone an enhanced understanding of a range of learning needs, with the emphasis being on understanding each student’s
needs and personalising their learning.
Team-building
During March, Lewis and Richard provided Bush Craft and Forest Schoollinked team-building activities for Enhanced Children’s Services staff at
Chipley. Members of our care team
took part enthusiastically in orienteering
and fire-lighting. Feedback was very
positive, and staff finished the session
confident in their new skills.
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New Staff
Maria – Art teacher
Originally from Finland, I moved to Devon this autumn. I love spending time on the coast as
well as exploring the beautiful nature in and around Dartmoor. I have quickly felt at home in the
Greater Horseshoe School and enjoyed getting to know all students through making and creating in the art room.
Sarah - Teacher
Hi my name is Sarah, I have also started work at the school this term. I am teaching a range of
subjects including Science, Geography and RE. I have been really excited to make use of the
amazing resources we have at the Horseshoe school, like the yurts, the animal area and the forest school facilities at the farm. I think it is so important to be using nature and the environment
around us as we learn and explore. It has also been exciting to explore and make use of a
range of lovely places in the area like the House of Marbles and Shaldon Zoo.
Holly - LSA
Hi! I’m Holly. I am very interested in Speech and Language Therapy and have experience of
working with young people with ASD. I have enjoyed my start to working life at the Greater
Horseshoe School; I have provided support to other staff working with Social Stories and had
great fun setting up an Easter egg hunt as a team-building activity on our INSET day.
Leo - LSA
I have a background working with young people with a range of needs. I am a dog lover who is
also interested in music technology! I enjoy helping young people use drama to develop their
communication skills.
Kath - LSA
Hello Everyone. I’m Kath; I’ve just started working at Greater Horseshoe School as a Learning
Support Assistant. I am looking forward to supporting both pupils and staff at the school. I’m
passionate about my allotment and enjoy growing flowers and vegetables.
Jemma - LSA
I have a huge interest in the natural world and a passion for protecting our wildlife. I have many
years’ experience working with animals and have a degree in Animal Conservation Science. I
am a very active person; I enjoy running and riding my horses. I also play for a women’s rugby
team and ‘tug-of-war’ team. I currently volunteer for the Greater Horse Shoe Bat Project, helping
with their GIS mapping and analysing bat calls. I am looking forward to sharing my knowledge
in land-based studies and PE with the young people.
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