The Greater Horseshoe
School
May 2019: Issue 5
Head Teacher’s report
Who can believe we have reached the halfway point on the summer term already! It has been a
great term so far, with students settling in well and making good progress in many areas. We would
like to mention new students Alfie, Christian and Ethan, as well as new additions to our staff team.

Our staff team continues to grow - we are currently advertising for a Senco and an administrator to
help us fine tune our work still further.
We have engaged the services of a Speech and Language specialist, an Occupational Therapist and
a Play Therapist on a regular basis to help us better understand the needs of our students and to deliver appropriate interventions.
There are exciting developments at our Chipley farm site, which is coming on apace. We are having
a new yurt delivered soon to provide a weather-proof space for learning and reflection. We now also
have an exciting 4x4 vehicle to help us complete a number of different jobs.
Staff morale and wellbeing is very important to
us at the Greater Horseshoe School. Members of staff recently had a game of football at
the end of the day to boost morale. Next time
we plan to play volleyball!
Please see attached a questionnaire for parents to get feedback about what we’re doing
well and what we could do better. We would
be very grateful if you could find the time to
complete this questionnaire. Please return
completed forms to any member of staff after
half term.
Have a great, safe half term holiday, everybody!
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The Greater Horseshoe
School
Music
This term in music we have introduced an exciting new drum kit for our music room. All of
our students have learnt to put the drum kit together from scratch, learning the names of the
different drums through the process. To develop rhythm skills our students have enjoyed
learning various warm up exercises from call and response rhythms to memory games. Students have been challenged to play pop beats, ‘Believer’ by Imagine Dragons and how to use
a rhythm grid to learn even more difficult beats!

The New Library area
The school is assembling a new library area to inspire and engage the students in reading. The
students have spent time researching the books they would like to have in the library by visiting
Newton Abbot library for the afternoon, looking at different genres of books and making lists of
engaging authors. The new library will have a range of books for KS2 and 3 with fiction and nonfiction. We are also hoping to inspire readers to stop and spend time with the books in our cosy
seating area, which the students will be involved in making using recycled objects.
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Summer Fair
This term we have been working on hosting a Summer Fair at the school. Students have been
working alongside the adults to design stalls and invitations for parents. This gives them something to look forward to and work on over the coming weeks. There will be stalls such as a
drinks stall and a farm produce to highlight the goals of the School. Maria will be working with
the children on arts and crafts products and Ryan will be working with some of the children to
learn some music to show to parents.
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Sports Day We are excited to be holding a sports day on the 22nd of July. We will be holding events such as
the long jump, sprinting, 200m run, shot put, high jump and more. We have been having lots of
progress and engagement in our PE lessons and from this it is evident that we have many very
talented individuals that will be exciting to see in full swing on the big day. Location to be confirmed!
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Cooking

This summer term our students have tried their hand at variety of different recipes, some with
excitement and some with trepidation. We have linked our recipes to the vegetables we are
planting and growing, for example, leek and potato soup, and recipes that include our eggs from
Pecky, Dinosaur and Snowy (our chickens). Our students are developing their cooking skills
and knowledge further by completing AQA unit awards for Healthy Eating, Cooking on a Budget
and Health and Safety and Hygiene in the kitchen. Students are also trialling recipes for produce to sell at our Summer Fair.

Thrive
This term our school has really embraced the Thrive Approach. Our students love their Thrive
sessions as they are allowed to explore their emotions, social and relationship anxieties freely
and creatively.
Activities in our Thrive sessions are designed to meet the individual needs of each child. And
can be anything from building a scream box from cardboard and paint, designing the perfect
slime recipe or building a pumpkin volcano. And with the help of our school council we will be
turning our little yurt into a calming snug to offer our students a ‘Time Out Space’ that is truly
nurturing.
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Bush Craft
At the Greater Horseshoe School we are very proud of the advancement we have made in regards to Bush Craft. Students and staff have been working collaboratively in an effort to development the woodland area with shelters, fire pits, rope swings, camp chairs, saw horses and
much more all hand crafted using natural materials found in our attractive woodland, through
this process students have learnt skills for life such as the fire triangle, ignition methods, wood
types, team work and social skills wood work skills, history, so on…. It has been a fun and exiting process so far for all involved and a great time for getting some head space to relax and be
a part of nature.
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What`s happening down on the farm?
It`s a really exciting time at Chipley Farm as we have just taken delivery of ‘The Beast’ - a brilliant addition to our fleet of school vehicles which means we now have off road capability for
when we are feeling adventurous. The students have really enjoyed being chauffeured around
in the truck as much as the adults have enjoyed driving it.
At the farm itself we have begun planting our vegetables and we are feeling positive that we
will have a bountiful crop in time for our summer fair.
The grass has now grown taller than some of our students, which is great for our resident insects and means that we can now create a maze area and get creative with the lawnmower,
whilst still leaving the important habitats for wildlife.
The Forest School areas will soon have two new shelters including a large tipi and a five metre
yurt which will become equally special ‘habitats’ for our young people to get involved with a
wider range of group music sessions and outdoor natural play.
Lots to look forward to down at the farm!
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Trips/PSHE
This term in PSHE the children have been doing a variety of activities out in the community.
One of the trips has been Crealy Adventure Park! They had lots of fun on the rides and play
dens, and also learned some amazing facts about different animals. Crealy has some great experiences for our children such as ‘The Reptile Experience’ and they offer the chance for the
children to look after the animals there which we are looking into for next term.
Through the use of PSHE the students have learnt various life skills such as patience, the value
of money, respect, sharing and representing the school. We are really proud of our students
and how engaged they are in PSHE. Their skills are developing rapidly, and they are becoming
more rounded individuals with an ever better ability to engage with life outside the school.
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Summer Topic
This term our topic is ‘Summer’, with a focus on growing plants
for food and life cycles in nature. Some of students are becoming budding naturalists! We have planned a range of engaging activities, incorporating art, science, horticulture, PE,
cooking and much more. It’s a great time of year for outdoor
learning, and our students have been enjoying learning about
their local environment.

Media Studies
Media studies is a new subject for our school this term.
It gives children opportunities to use their creative and technical minds all in one subject! This term we have been focusing on different media conventions used within advertising and
have been creating film posters using specific conventions to
meet the needs of the ‘target audience.’

We have also had discussions about how the media can be
very influential and how it can affect us as individuals. We are
going to carry on with this next term and start to use Adobe
software to grow our skills and develop further in our media
studies. Next term we are hoping to carry out AQA units in or-

New Staff
Peta – Primary teacher
Hello! I have recently joined the team at The Greater Horseshoe School. I have been a primary
teacher for seven years in a number of mainstream schools, and have thoroughly enjoyed my first
term working here. I’m enjoying teaching children in a calm environment and being able to use the
outdoor space during lessons, as well as being part of such a great team. In particular, I have
been supporting children in their learning of Maths, reading and writing.
Kate - LSA
Hi everyone! My name is Kate Booth. I have recently joined The Greater Horseshoe School team
as a Learning Support Assistant. My background is in counselling and I have recently trained as a
Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner, delivering cognitive behavioural interventions. I am thoroughly
enjoying getting to know all the students and staff members, and feel privileged to be part of a
school with such a fantastic ethos.

www.thegreaterhorseshoeschool.co.uk
9

