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February 2019: Issue 3
Head Teacher Report
A great big thank you to all students and staff at the Greater Horseshoe School for their continued efforts and hard work this half term. Our school continues to grow! We are pleased to announce that three new students have joined us since the last newsletter: Ethan, Aiden and Abby. All three have been terrific additions to the life of the school and have a great deal to offer.
Development of the school site
With the addition of new students and staff we have started to expand the premises at the
school. We have added a new, smaller yurt which will potentially be used as a reading room
and calm reflective space. The materials for a new wooden music classroom have been delivered and will be assembled soon. The animal area is now equipped with a shed, chicken coop
and floating duck house. A pair of wild mallard recently dropped in to inspect our pond!
The facilities at the school continue to expand and improve; we are excited about the opportunities that these will offer our students.
Lukasz Miecznikowski
Head Teacher
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Forest School
Most of this term’s Forest School programme has taken place at Chipley Mill Farm, where staff
and students have been busy developing the site to make it even more suitable. We have improved the fire pit, added another one and added a shelter with a tarpaulin roof. We are also
working on another shelter and a wood store. The students have been learning about coppicing
(sustainable wood harvesting), using and making tools safely and fire maintenance. They have
also been learning to identify birds by their songs and foraging for edible wild plants (safely!),
trying wild garlic and adding it to their cup-a-soups!
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PE sessions
At the greater Horsehoe School we offer a wide range of bespoke sports. Often PE sessions are
offered on a 1:1 basis to create an environment that allows for fun, safety and learning to blossom. In addition to this we get the students together to practice sport through competition and/or
sharing to allow a holistic approach to the curriculum. The students are enjoying the outside
space and the wide range of PE facilities/equipment on offer now at the school to broaden their
understanding of what PE is really about.

Off-site physical activity
As part of our Physical Activity curriculum, several of our students have been fortunate enough
to take part in off-site activities such as indoor climbing, horse riding, trampolining and golf at
local venues. As well as being enjoyable and offering many opportunities to deliver the PSHE
curriculum, these activities contribute to students’ physical activity programmes and interaction
with the local community.
Swimming
The introduction of swimming to the timetable has been a great success. It has allowed some students that would not otherwise do
large amounts of physical exercise to do so almost without noticing!
The enjoyment that swimming has brought our students is a key element of the Physical Education programme and is a big favourite.
Students have been swimming at Ladram Bay, in Exeter and in
Kingsteignton.

www.thegreaterhorseshoeschool.co.uk
3

The Greater Horseshoe
School
Core curriculum sessions
As students settle in with us we are able to increase the amount of time spent on academic subjects. Core sessions (English, Maths and Science) are an important part of our curriculum; all of
our students access the core subjects at least once a week. Students have been working on
their knowledge of the number system, measurement, the properties of shapes, punctuation,
handwriting, reading comprehension, the classification of living things, taking part in surveys,
data handling and much more.

Big Schools’ Birdwatch
In February our students took part in the RSPB’s Big Schools’ Birdwatch. Despite cold, wintry
weather 14 different species were recorded on or around the school grounds. This is an impressive total and provides further evidence of the value of the school for wildlife. The overall school
bird list now stands at 41 species! We are hoping to reach over 50 in the spring.
After the success of the Big Schools’ Birdwatch we are in the process of naming all of the classrooms after birds that can be found here.
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Small animal area
With the help of our new student, Abby, we are really pleased to say we will be able to open our
small animal area in the school grounds in March. All the students and staff have been working
hard together, designing and building the area to accommodate three rabbits, two ducks and
four chickens. All the students will have the opportunity to care for the animals as part of their
Therapeutic and Land-Based Studies sessions. Animal care will also be incorporated into other
parts of the timetable as part of our integrated curriculum.

Chinese New Year
This half term all students have been learning about healthy eating. This has been done
through cooking and research trips to the supermarket. Students have identified the amount of
sugar in popular foods that are eaten daily and reflecting on their own diets in relation to the recommended ‘five a day.’ Recently we have incorporated the Chinese
New Year into the Food Tech sessions. Students have enjoyed trips
to Exeter’s Chinese supermarkets exploring the aisles and choosing
exciting foods and vegetables to cook with.
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Thrive
As the Greater Horseshoe School has grown we have found the Thrive Practice to be an invaluable tool in ensuring that we are meeting the needs of our young people. Laura and April have
really enjoyed delivering the Thrive sessions; each student now has at least one session a
week. Laura has recently completed The Family Thrive course, so we can help our parents understand more about how they can utilise the Thrive Practice with their children at home too.
April (who started with us back in November) will also be carrying out some more Thrive training
to ensure we are doing the best we can for our young people.

Library sessions
This term, our children have started to visit local libraries and started to take out books that interest them. We have visited three local libraries so far: Newton Abbot, Bovey Tracey and Exeter.
We are hoping to visit more often and start getting involved in the different activities that the libraries offer (for example, Lego sessions and Book Track). Book Track is an activity in which
children can track how many they have read. Medals can be won, relating to how many books
have been read. This can be a joke book, picture book, fiction or non-fiction book - whatever the
children choose. It’s a great way to get the children engaged with reading. All of our children
love to look at books - therefore we want to encourage this further and see them flourish as readers!
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Chipley Mill Farm
Our Care Farm is in the early stages of development. All students have been involved in measuring and designing the site and landscaping the Forest School and horticulture area. In March,
pathways will be laid and animal fencing will go up, along with our large polytunnel, hedgerows
and an orchard. We are also looking forward to sowing some seeds to grow produce for our
kitchen and our planned farm shop.

Music
Music has become a new exciting addition to The Greater Horseshoe School’s curriculum, with
students receiving practical lessons on instruments and exploring the wonderful world of music.
This term has been all about the guitar: our students have grasped the key components of the
guitar, how to find a comfortable playing position and learning music through tablature. Music
has been successful in engaging our students as it is a form of learning in which students can
learn their favourite movie theme tunes or rock and pop riffs!
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New staff: Ryan
I’d like to introduce myself as the new music teacher at The Greater Horseshoe School! Music is
a new subject for the students here and I am striving to make music accessible, practical and
exciting. I am all about giving students the opportunity to learn various instruments, music technology and sharing a love for learning through music.

New Staff: Lewis
I drove up to the gates on my first day and felt an overwhelming sense, very much like that you
would get going home after a long day. I instantly knew this was where I wanted to work and I
couldn’t wait to go in. I am really enjoying being part of this team as I have been made to feel
welcome from the start. The students were very quick to accept me as a member of the school
and promptly started to tell me all about their adventures over Christmas.
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