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A great big thank you to all students and staff at the Greater Horseshoe School for their continued efforts
and hard work in 2018. It’s been a great year for us, resulting in achieving some great outcomes for our
young people.
New members of the school community
The school continues to grow. We now have five students, with more starting soon. This term we have
welcomed three terrific new members of staff to our team: Jamie, April and Greg. We also have two new
teachers (Art and Music specialists) and a P.E. Tutor, Lewis, starting in the new year. These new members of staff will make a great addition to the talents of our team.
In This Issue:
Governors
Our new board of Governors will begin work in the spring term. The
role of the governors will be to support our work and challenge the leadership team, ensuring that the school is the best that it can be.
Website
We launched our new website in November. It has been a great way to
open a window to the world about what we are doing. The website has
been achieving up to 600 hits a month. We are very pleased with this
publicity!
Home visits
Laura, our tutor and Thrive practitioner, has begun a programme
of home visits to discuss the progress and achievements of our students. This is already proving to be a very positive way of liaising with
parents, building relationships and sharing experience and expertise.
The staff and students at the
Greater Horseshoe School
would like to wish our school
community, parents and carers a very merry Christmas.
Thank you for your support
since the opening of the
school, and here’s to many
more years of success. Best
wishes to all.
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Firstly, I would like to welcome you all to the first termly review. Lukasz and the team have been working
very hard over this term to support all the students.
As you will be aware, we have open the Greater Horseshoe School from September after a glowing report from OFSTED. With our first student in September, and we have now grown to 5 very perfect students. The team has also grown and we are starting to feel like a school. The farm is the next area for
development with chickens and animals in the new year.
Every day for our young peoples can be a challenge, but the comments you as parents and carers give
us about the enjoyment in being at TGHS makes it all worth it. It is important to recognise that not every
day can be perfect, and Lukasz, the team and I are happy to talk this through.
I would like to take this time to wish you a VERY merry Christmas and a safe New Year. I look forward to
seeing you all in 2019
Jason Goddard
Director

ICT—Minecraft
Two of the students have started a very exciting ICT project, using Minecraft to begin designing virtual
versions of the school and farm sites. They have shown amazing care in their work, and their attention
to detail has been very impressive. It will be interesting to see the online versions change as the real life
sites develop, and perhaps vice versa!
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Chipley Mill Farm
Things have been progressing at our care farm, with most of our students having had sessions there.
We have started work on the horticulture area and have started to establish a Forest School area.
Watch this space for animals arriving in the new year!

Forest School
The students have helped to set up our new Forest School site at Chipley Mill. It’s in a lovely spot next
to the River Lemon, close to areas where we can sustainably gather natural resources in the true Forest
School spirit. In the new year we will be putting up a shelter so that the students can enjoy Forest
School in all weathers, as well as setting up a permanent fire pit and wood/tool storage areas. This is a
very exciting project; we are looking forward to seeing it grow.
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Christmas activities
Christmas jumper day was on Friday 14th December. The efforts of the staff were put to shame by some
truly spectacular garments. The students and staff joined forces for a very special Christmas lunch on
Wednesday 19th December. Roast chicken, ham and vegetables, crackers, jokes, music and party hats!
Behaviour was excellent (even Lukasz) and everyone had a great time.

Photography
The students have enjoyed taking Lukasz’ SLR camera for photographic expeditions from school. They
have taken some excellent photographs of animals, birds and the local environment, some of which can
be seen on display in school and on the school website.
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Science
The students have greatly enjoyed getting involved in a range of fun Science experiments. These have
focussed on static electricity and the changing states of water. Two students even made their own electroscopes to measure the static electricity generated by different materials. It has been lovely to see the
curiosity and pleasure of the children as they have carried out their investigations.

Animal area preparations
We have now completed the animal area at the school (complete with pond) and, thanks to April, our
new LSA, now have a chicken coop. We hope to have animals and birds arriving on site from January
onwards for the students to look after and enjoy. If it keeps on raining, perhaps we should only get
ducks! Come to think of it, an Ark would make a really good DT project…
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Interests and skills
It has been very rewarding to get to know the interests and skills of our students,
and in some cases to watch new enthusiasms take root. For instance, Braiden
has expressed an interest in photographing and learning more about birds, and
Taavi has been proudly sharing his new-found knowledge of native trees and
their uses.

Board games
We have been busy building a collection of puzzles and board and card games for the students to enjoy at
break times. Favourite games include 3D Tic-Tac-Toe, Uno and Mancala. We also already have an impressive collection of Lego, and are keen to add more. Donations welcome – please keep an eye open in
charity shops!
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Cookery
All of our students have got involved in cooking in our new Food Technology classroom. We think it’s
safe to say that it is a favourite activity for all of them! Successful cookery projects have included gingerbread people and chocolate rice crispie pudding; all sorts of goodies have been taken home for the family to enjoy at the end of the day.

Children in Need fundraising
In November the students got involved with fundraising in aid of Children In Need, making and selling
cakes and biscuits and decorating their own Pudsey-themed t-shirts. Much fun was had, and the students
managed to raise £18 for this excellent cause.
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Trips and physical activity
We have been getting our students out into the local environment as much as possible, with numerous
walks to areas such as Bovey Heath and trips to local sites of educational interest. Students have visited locations such as Dartmoor, the House of Marbles, Parke House, Stover Country Park, Bradley
Ponds and Hannah’s at Seale Hayne. They have also been given opportunities to interact with the local
community wherever possible by visiting shops and establishments, drawing compliments from the locals
for their manners.
Exercise is a daily part of what we do, with students involved in personalised morning exercise programmes, swimming, running and skipping. Whole school games of football have proved especially
popular.

Wildlife
We have been enjoying getting to know our local area and the wildlife that can be found here. We have
seen 36 different bird species at the Greater Horseshoe School so far, including up to 12 coming to our
new bird feeding station by the Thrive classroom. Jays and squirrels have been regular visitors through
the autumn, hiding acorns for the winter. I wonder how many of them will grow into oak trees?
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