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Head Teacher Report
A great big thank you to all students and staff at the Greater Horseshoe School for their continued
efforts and hard work this half term.
Another busy half term at the Greater Horseshoe School has gone by. The school continues to
grow. We now have eighteen students, with more starting soon. This term we would like to welcome
four new students: Olivia, Oscar, Tom and Eloise. All four have made a terrific start with us, have
made friends and made themselves part of the school community already.
After a recent review with a number of children across the school, we are aware that some children
are continuing to access computer games that are
only recommended for older children. Please follow this link to receive advice on the suitability of
games and an explanation of the PEGI rating system.
https://pegi.info/what-do-the-labels-mean
Alternatively you can contact Lewis Wadey (DDSL) who will be able to give you some advice.
lewis.wadey@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk
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School Council News
This term, we have started to have regular meetings with the School Council team (Aiden
Brambles Brown, Evan Morgan, and Braiden Powell) who are all enthusiastic about our
school and how we can achieve awards to help our school be the best it possible can. Having
a Student Council enables our children to have a voice, and can out forward ideas that they
have regarding the school.
The boys have started to think about how to make our school more Eco Friendly. They all
want to cut down in our use of plastic in the school, reducing the electric we have been using,
and also focus on biodiversity. We have started to make a difference already by making signs
to remind children and adults to turn off the lights If they are not using a room. Next term we
are going to think about different ways we can re-use plastic, for example making a bin for
outside by using plastic bottles. We want to get the whole school involved with this project,
and this will help us work towards our Eco School award.
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Collaborative quilt
This term many of our students have learnt to use our new sewing machine, and the results
have been truly amazing! I would like to encourage the students to keep sewing as everyone
has found it very enjoyable and relaxing.
Next term I will invite students to sew a collaborative quilt. For this, every student will sew a
piece and these will then be joined together. To make each student’s contribution more personal
it would be nice for them to use their own fabrics. If you have any old clothes or sheets that your
child would like to use for the quilt, please bring them in to school in a labeled plastic bag.
Kind regards,
Maria Coles
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Bat Week
The focus of Animal Care at the end of September was to develop our students’ knowledge and
understanding of British bats, especially the Greater Horseshoe Bat – the bat that we named
our school after!
The students explored exciting activities to help our bat neighbours through improving our
school’s environment, making it more wildlife friendly.
Last term our students were awarded the Bronze Bat Buddy Award; we have now just been
awarded the Silver Award! Students will be working towards their Gold award between now and
Christmas. To achieve this, the students have to participate in various learning activities to earn
points towards this. So far, our students have learnt about bat ecology, anatomy and behaviour.
Another activity our students have been involved with is making wild flower ‘seed bombs’ – a
fun, hands-on activity to improve habitat for the bats’ prey species. All of these efforts go towards the Devon Wildlife Trust’s Greater Horseshoe Bat project. Some of the students have
helped to set up a bat detector in our field to monitor the bat species found around our school
for the project’s bat survey. They are looking forward to discovering which bats are present!
There are many plans for our students to be involved with different local wildlife surveys and
conservation projects, to help protect and improve our local wildlife and its habitats. Look here
for more updates!
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Eco Schools
This term we have decided to work towards the prestigious Eco Schools Award. As well as the
Bat Buddy Award (see above), we will also be aiming for other awards alongside such as the
Woodland Trust’s Green Tree Award, Plastic Free Schools and the RSPB’s Wild Challenge.
We will be involving students in eco-friendly initiatives such as wildlife-friendly habitat management, recycling and energy efficiency. If any parents have any skills in this area we would be
pleased to hear from you!
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Key Stage Two - Core
In KS2 core this term, we have been focusing on writing stories. Some students used a writing
frame or ‘story maker’ programme to put their own twist on a pre-written story. Others enjoyed
dictating or writing stories using a book they knew and adapting the characters and setting to
create their own story. Some children have even written stories using only their imagination.
These have been done in a variety of formats including comic strips and scripts. Can you guess
which story Olivia adapted to create ‘The Three Little Triceratops and the Coelurosaur’?
The Three Little Triceratops and the Coelurosaur
Once upon a time there were three triceratopses. They each lived in the forest in a shelter. The
first triceratops lived in a shelter made from leaves. The second triceratops lived in a shelter
made of eggshells and the third triceratops lived in a shelter made from trees and wood.
One day a coelurosaur was creeping through the forest and growling. He was hunting for triceratops and he had blood on his teeth and red beady eyes. He had sharp, pointy teeth that were
very long like a panther. He came across a shelter made of leaves. He shredded it all up and
ate the triceratops that was hiding inside but he was still starving for more triceratops!
Then he looked for two more triceratops. He walked further into the forest and further and further and then he saw some egg shells. He scraped them out the way with his sharp claws and
he ate the triceratops inside. But he was still hungry so he looked for one more triceratops.
He was still hungry for one more triceratops so he crept through the dark, scary forest and he
saw some wooden trees. Then he poked his sharp, hard, long claws, that were 50 hundred
thousand percent sharp through the trees. He used his teeth to pick up the wood and throw it
behind him. In front of him was a triceratops squeaking like a scared little mouse. The third triceratops was so cute that the coelurosaur could not eat it. Instead they became queen and king
of the dinosaur world.
Written by Olivia the author
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Mindful Monsters
During the week of World Mental Health Day (10th October) our school raised money for the
charity Scope while learning about mindfulness. Scope is a national disability charity that campaigns to challenge and change negative attitudes about disability and provides direct services.
Thank you for your donations!

Our students engaged in different “Mindful Monsters” activities, focusing on a different skill every day. From concentrating with Thinky to getting creative with Sparky, the short and playful
tasks have been created with the aim to improve focus, gain a better understanding of emotions
and promoting kindness and gratitude. We are hoping to continue using the Mindful Monsters to
keep working on these important skills with our students.
Here’s one to try at home:
Rocket power
Take a deep breath in and raise your hands to make the point of a rocket.
Slowly breathe out and let your hands float down like a parachute.
Try making the sound effects!
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New staff
Zoe - Administrator
Hi - I’m Zoe Arnold and I’m the new Administrator at school. I’ve worked in lots of schools before in lots of different roles with all ages of children and young adults. I’ve only lived in Devon
for four years, so I am still discovering the area and the delights of the moor and the seaside
resorts. My job at the school is really to help all the wonderful staff, students and visitors with
whatever they need, making their school a happy and welcoming place.

Tom – Outdoor Education Teacher
Having worked in the outdoors since 2004 I’ve now happily settled here in Devon. Working in
education allows me to introduce and connect learners to the inspiring environments the South
West has to offer.
I believe that positive learning experiences in outdoor spaces can benefit everyone. The visible outcomes of this style of education can last a lifetime, leading to healthier lifestyle choices
and an optimistic view of the future.
In my own free time, while not climbing or kayaking, I explore some of the lesser known surfing locations in the area……. with varied success!
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Becky - LSA
Hi - I’m Becky Wilson, a Learning Support Assistant. I’m proof that it is in
fact okay to work with children and animals. I have a smallholding with
many different animals, which has become my passion. I can’t wait to
share my interests with the children. I am a qualified swimming teacher,
but don’t teach my sheep to swim! I prefer to help children to become little
otters.
Chris - SENCO
I’m Chris and my role is as Special Educational Needs Coordinator
(SENCo) at The Greater Horseshoe School, coordinating support for our
students. I am married with two children. I have worked in mainstream
schools and more recently in an Alternative Provision for over 10 years. I
am excited about being a part the school. Teaching lessons including science, animal care and Outdoor Education has been great, seeing students
develop through the amazing opportunities students have at school.
Katie - LSA
Hi I'm Katie and I started working at the school as an LSA at the beginning
of October. I previously worked in a mainstream setting that catered for 316 year olds, primarily supporting students with additional needs in English,
Maths and Science. I have been lucky to become Thrive trained and look
forward to being part of this continually developing aspect at the Greater
Horseshoe school, as it enables me to support the development of individuals in a holistic way.
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Upcoming events
Bonfire Night Celebration - Monday 4th November 3pm – 5pm

The evening will begin at 3pm with an informal parent/mentor chat about progress, plus the
chance to look at some of the children’s amazing work.

Refreshments will then be provided and the bonfire will be lit at 4.30pm. The event will finish at
5pm.

On Friday 13th December we will be holding our first Christmas fair!
Come and get into the festive spirit! There will be live music from the children, craft stalls, a festive café, Santa’s grotto, gifts to buy and more!
The Christmas fair will start at 1pm and finish at 3pm.
Our chosen charity for this fair is Save the Children, so please wear your Christmas jumper to
help us raise money for our chosen charity and hopefully we can raise money to change children’s lives.
Invitations will be sent out in December. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
get in touch with the school!
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