The Greater Horseshoe
School
March 2020: Issue 10
Head Teacher’s report
Well, it’s certainly been an unusual ending to a busy term. We have spent the
last two weeks planning and making daily adjustments so that we can keep
offering education to our students during an unprecedented situation. Our
staff have been busy liaising with parents and putting together home learning
packs and activities to ensure that everyone is safe, busy and learning. The
situation regarding advice to professionals and the public is changing rapidly;
we will make sure that we keep everyone informed and stay abreast of current guidance as to how we will operate.
Lessons have been continuing, whether online or in school, and I have been extremely impressed
with how quickly and how well our amazing staff team has adapted to changing times with a positive
attitude. All of our students have EHCPs and are classed as vulnerable, so it has been wonderful to
able to keep supporting them and their families, several of whom are classed as key workers themselves. Many students have continued to attend school as usual; those unable to are engaging really
well with the remote learning opportunities that our team has offered, whether by using our learning
packs, using various IT platforms or conference calls via webcams.
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Thank you to parents and carers for supporting us
and responding so positively to what we have provided. If you have any feedback regarding the
way we are providing our service in the current situation, then please email me at:
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LukaszM@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk
Happy Easter, everyone. Stay positive!
The Greater Horseshoe School
t 01626 782 038, 07592504811
e lukaszm@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk
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New students
We would like to welcome three new students who have joined us this half of term: Aidan S, Charlie
and Leon. The boys have made a terrific start to their time at the Greater Horseshoe School, making friends, engaging with their sessions and slotting in wonderfully to life at their new school. Well
done, boys – we’re proud of the start that you’ve made and looking forward to getting to know you
even better.
Edtech 50 Schools award
This term we are very pleased to share that the Greater Horseshoe School has been celebrated and
acknowledged by Edtech 50 Schools for the work that we do using the Thrive Approach.
The Edtech 50 Schools is a celebration of the work going on in schools throughout the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland that use education technology to support great teaching and enhance
learning. This award highlights digital flagship schools who demonstrate a focused sense of what is
useful to them in terms of technology – whether it be in supporting teaching, cutting teacher workload, collaboration across staff teams or consolidating knowledge, enhancing creativity and broadening experiences across the curriculum.
The 12 judges from the Edtech50 Schools nominated staff at the GHS for the way they incorporate
the Thrive Approach into the whole school day.
We are also pleased to announce that the Thrive Approach have written a case study on our school
and the work that we are doing with the Thrive Approach. Jason Goddard and Laura Griffin have
been interviewed for a podcast to explain how we do it. If you would like to listen to the podcast or
read the case study please follow the links below:
Case Study:
https://www.thriveapproach.com.au/greater-horseshoe-school-a-thrive-case-study/
Podcast:
https://www.thriveapproach.com/news-views/podcasts/#podcast-1
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Update from our SENCO
This half term we have welcomed in Hannah Koeller, a Speech and Language Therapist who supports us at the school one day a week. Some of you might have met Hannah or have spoken to her,
but for those of you that haven’t, Hannah supports staff by providing expert advice and guidance on
how to support our students with speech, language, communication and interaction challenges.
Hannah came in to contribute to a staff team meeting and delivered some feedback on some of the
work she has been doing to equip staff to support our students further.

Hannah completes observations and assessments on a number of students, who have been identified to her. If you would like more information on this or feel that your child might benefit from some
support in this (or any other) area, please contact Chris (SENCO and Deputy Head Teacher) at the
school or directly by my email below.
Some exciting news! We are planning some parent consultation afternoons in which parents will
meet with staff, see students’ work and discuss progress. We will also be offering some support sessions for parents and carers on specific ways of supporting their child with their learning in school.
This is shown to be a really effective way of assisting students in their learning; we look forward to
sharing more information about this soon!
Finally, I’d like to remind people about Signpostplus. They have a weekly snippets section with links
to support available in Devon for children with additional needs. You can find this using the link
https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/signpostplus/ and this might be helpful.
If you would like to contact us in regards to SEN, support or needs specifically please get in touch
with the school and I’d be happy to speak to you. Alternatively you can email me on Christopher.clements@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk.
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Outdoor Education
This half term we’ve had some fantastic work being done in the great outdoors by many of
our students.
Archery: My location of choice for this has been Spitchwick Common on the banks of the river Dart. It’s been fantastic to take a walk alongside the river and see its various facets as the
Spring weather finally shows itself.
An honourable mention must go to Ethan T for an amazing ‘field shot’ high in the air and hitting a target way off in the distance. Invading armies beware!!
Alternative Pursuits: Riley and Aiden have been up at Spitchwick also, exploring and playing
together. They’ve been using a small improvised stove to make hot drinks and toast marshmallows and therefore doing a fine job of clearing dead wood from the area.
Ethan M has developed a great interest in skateboarding. Not a usual choice for outdoor education, but as this was pretty much how I spent my youth I certainly know the fitness benefits
of this activity. We have been regular visitors to ‘The Lodge’ indoor skate park in Newton Abbot as well as Bovey Tracey outdoor park. Ethan’s been progressing in technical skills,
knowledge and confidence. We’ve both had the odd fall, or ‘Slam’ as it’s known in the business, but are persevering as we know it’ll be included in next year’s Olympic Games.
Climbing: Many students have been out and about climbing this half term. Ethan, Riley, Alfie
and Evan have all been scrambling on tors across Dartmoor, while Alana, Hope, Christian,
Evan and Alfie have completed climbs and abseils on the Limestone crags and gulleys of
Chudleigh Rocks, South Face. Many of these are quite daunting for beginners, so well done
to all!
Some children have been using the indoor facilities at Dart Rock climbing centre and great
progress has been made by a number of our learners. Alana is really pushing herself and
facing her fears; she’s completed some grade 4 and 5 routes. It’s been fantastic to see her
progress and become confident in this discipline.
Christian has solidly committed to rock climbing. As well as completing routes outdoors and
helping to rig climbs and abseils, he’s also now our first student to finish the Level 1 ‘NICAS’
indoor climbing award! A certificate will be winging its way to you asap. Congratulations,
Christian!
Well done to all the learners who have participated in outdoor education this term!
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Art & Design and Design & Technology
The theme for this term has been recycling and the environment.
Our aim has been to only use recycled materials in our art and design work and to learn
about the importance of reducing, reusing and recycling. We have focused some of our
learning on plastic pollution and how this affects marine life. Spurred on by the prediction
that in the year 2050 we might have more plastic in our oceans than fish, students have created sea creatures out of single-use plastics. Some have also made bottle cap mosaics and
designed vehicles powered by renewable energy sources. Our students and staff have been
making eco-bricks which will soon be used to build stools for the school.
KS2 Projects
Some of our students have recently started exciting new projects for their work towards their
core lessons, creating scrapbooks of their adventures and investigations alongside their key
learning skills. These have included a Horse & Pony project recounting learning to ride and
information all about the horses and ponies at the stable, how they are looked after as well as
the special equipment needed as part of horse care. We also have a group of students
learning all about dinosaurs. We even went on our own dinosaur hunt and found a terrifying
beast living at Chipley, whilst another student is creating his own ‘How to’ book of all the brilliant building projects he has been part of, including building a play house.
These projects aim to encourage students to keep a record of their practical learning and
give them an opportunity to see the skills in the classroom transferred to real life experiences
based around their individual likes and interests.
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Music
This has been a very exciting term for music with three main avenues! Firstly, our band projects
are coming along swimmingly, with Oscar and Harrison finalising their own rock song written as
a band in the live room. Braiden and Taavi on the other hand have mastered how to play Another One Bites the Dust and Seven Nation Army taking individual roles on the drum kit and
bass guitar. Throughout the project our students have demonstrated brilliant rehearsal and
communication skills!
Next, many of our students have been exploring the latest
addition to the music room, our Squier Bronco Bass Guitar! The students have learnt a range of basslines from
Gorillaz’ ‘Feel Good Inc’ to Mark Ronson’s ‘Freak of Nature.’ Here we can see James focusing on tablature which
shows the player which frets to push and on which string!
Our singers at The Greater Horseshoe School have been
exploring how to make their own singing montage videos
using OBS software. The students have been: recording
themselves singing over the music video, editing the videos to keep the best parts and storing
the edits in a new folder ready to stitch together for a successful montage. Amazing singing and
engagement all round!
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Visit from Warburtons
This half term we were lucky to have had Warburton’s, the bread manufacturer in to work with
some of our students. Warburton’s are expanding the work they do with local schools and community projects and we were lucky enough to have them visit us. Working with students, they explored
what a healthy and balanced lunch looks like and making sure there was the right amounts of each
food group in the lunch. The students were able to experiment and taste new foods and bread
which Warburton’s supplied. The whole session went down very well. We look forward to welcoming our visitors back in again soon!

Ambulance visit
The Greater Horseshoe School received a fascinating visit from ambulance staff as part of our programme of extra-curricular activities. Harvey from the South West of England Ambulance Service
NHS Trust (SWAST) brought an ambulance to school.
Harvey talked about his jobs and children were given a tour of an emergency ambulance. Harvey
said: “I really enjoy attending events like these as it gives us a chance to talk to people on the work
we do, how to contact us, and when to contact us. The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience
of looking around the ambulance and of course, playing with the lights and sirens was a huge hit!"
We would like to thank Harvey and South West of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust for coming to our school.
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Thrive
This term in Thrive we have been focusing on play. Children learn so much through just playing
and leading their own session. Play is essential for our children’s learning. Play allows children
to use their creativity while developing their imagination, cognitive, and emotional strength.
Therefore, we have been doing lots of playful activities such as making slime and playdough,
creating a sensory space to play with cooked pasta, rice and shaving foam, making ‘potions’
and more. There has been lots of exploring and experimenting going on this term, which we are
going to be doing a lot more of next term too. Allowing children to lead their own play is important, it allows them to learn from their mistakes and use their five senses. Next term we are
going to encourage taking our children’s play outside, cooking, painting, drawing, making
‘muddy’ dinners outside. We are all looking forward to the sun to be our friend next term! Happy
Easter!

Sport Relief
The Greater Horseshoe School held an incredible event engaging all pupils in a ‘Super KM’ run.
The activity was a Kilometre long track up the bridle path next to the school. The idea behind
the km (instead of the mile) was due to the daunting and negative connotations that can be associated with the word ‘miles.’ Our students were encouraged to try their best and, if they could,
to complete the entire length. It was not a race! Students could complete the event using any
creative way they wanted to move their body. The track was marked out in 100 metre intervals
to show progression. Three separate start times ensured students got the best out of the run.
The event went very smoothly, with every student attempting to reach the finish line.
Staff and students alike were enthusiastic and ready for action. Some students even finished
and came back to help others in the true spirit of sport relief.
It was a day of coming together as a team to unite towards a common goal - to be active and to
help others.
Thank you to all the students for being keen to do their best but putting others’ needs first.
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KS2 Core
This term our focus has been measuring. Children have enjoyed reading a series of books called
‘Actual Size’ written by Steve Jenkins.
They are non-fiction books that not only give facts about the animals, but also includes an ‘actual
size picture’ of the animals or parts of them depending on how big they are (e.g. a true scale picture
of a giant squid’s eye).

Engaged by this, children have enjoyed using string or trundle wheels to measure out the length of
different animals including gigantic dinosaurs (and even Pokemon!) It seemed the bigger the animal
or object they were measuring, the more fun it was! Some children have even gone on to start creating their own non-fiction books inspired by the ‘Actual Size’ series, focusing on the size of something
that interests them. This was also the perfect opportunity to develop their writing skills. We looked
at a range of non-fiction texts and used these to help model what students should include in their
own text.
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Home learning
We would like to say a huge thank you to all parents and students who have supported us in
continuing their education at home. We understand this is not an easy task to undertake, especially alongside other siblings or working from home, but nonetheless you are all doing an
amazing job. The school has provided a variety of home learning activities, puzzle challenges,
educational websites, interactive learning platforms and even webcam lessons. We have
been delighted to see the level of engagement from all involved and wanted to share some of
the many successes with you. Keep up the great work, everyone!
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Autism Spectrum Accreditation process Update
Here at The Greater Horseshoe School
we have been working towards developing our Autism friendly approach to best
understand and meet the needs of our
young people. Therefore we are taking
part in the National Autistic Societies Accreditation process. Recently we have all
taken part in ‘Essential Autism Training’
delivered by Sarah Ambrose. The training was extremely helpful and gave new insights, inspiration and supported with developing
and consolidating knowledge. The training also provided encouragement and praise for the
great work we already do and the individual approach we take; there’s always more to learn.
In our team meetings we have shared articles about autism support approaches. We all read
an article that focused on ‘Sensory Challenges for Autistic Pupils’ (let me know if you would
like a copy) This article was very interesting and has given us helpful ideas (such as providing
ear defenders) which have proven to be very supportive.
We have focused on our school environment and how we can make it more autism friendly. It
is very important to receive feedback from our students, as their opinions matter the most,
therefore we asked them to design a questionnaire about the environment. We had very helpful feedback and ideas that we can put into place, although we think that the request for a
huge underground hideout might take some time and careful planning!
As part of the Autism accreditation process this term, we have been looking at how we can
make the environment more friendly and relaxing for everyone to use. We have been taking on
board the comments from students and using them where possible to make changes. This has
included light covers and having more doors open. Next term we will focus on the use of visuals and the curriculum. By next term we hope to have fresh visual timetables. We will continue
to develop as a team in the hope of reaching accreditation status.

World Autism Week will be from the 30th March -5th April, with World Autism Day on the 2nd
April. At the school we have unfortunately needed to postpone our planned activities and
events to celebrate and raise awareness of Autism to due to the current situation.
Also check out the National Autistic Society’s website - there’s loads of helpful information, videos, individual accounts and free training! www.autism.org.uk
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Support services
These services may provide you with helpful advice and support you and your child at this
challenging time.

www.youngminds.org.uk
Parent helpline: 0808-802-5544
Ten tips from Parent Helpline - https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-aboutcoronavirus/#ten-tips-from-our-parents-helpline
How to talk to your child about Coronavirus - https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-yourchild-about-coronavirus/
Looking after your mental health while self-isolating
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/looking-after-your-mental-health-while-self-isolating/

tel:116 123 (free)

Email - jo@samaritans.org

If you're worried about your mental health during the coronavirus outbreak.
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/support-and-information/if-youre-having-difficulttime/if-youre-worried-about-your-mental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak/

Free, safe and anonymous online support for young people
https://www.kooth.com/index.html

hashtag coronasupport
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/coronanxiety-support-resources/
Infoline: 03444 775 774
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