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Head Teacher’s report
New Students
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome three new students to the
school – Jasmine, Brandon and Braydon. All three have made a very positive
start despite the unusual circumstances surrounding them. They have made
friends and adapted to their new routines very well, showing a range of skills and
a good sense of humour!
Home Learning
Many of our students have been learning from home during the last term with the support of staff at
school who have provided a range of fun and creative learning opportunities in our Home School
Packs. Each week our students have been sent an individual pack with activity grids and resources
covering a range of topics and subjects. We have been keeping in touch with all of our students daily
to find out what they have been getting up to and make sure they are happy and safe at home. It has
been really lovely seeing the photos of all the work they have been doing at home, including lots of
cooking, gardening and DIY as well as keeping their families active with daily physical challenges and
challenging their brains with lots of puzzles.
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It has been a big team effort to make sure that our
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Above: copy of postcard sent out to all of our students during C-19 lockdown to let them all
know that we are thinking of them.
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Ofsted QA inspection
This week we have had a virtual visit from an Ofsted inspector who was conducting a Quality Assurance check focusing on our provision during the Coronavirus lockdown period. He was very impressed with the quality of our safeguarding procedures, our communication with families and the
way in which we have carried on providing a high quality of education and activities for our young
people. The entire staff team has worked very hard to adapt and stay positive during this challenging period, but a special mention must go to teachers Alex and Peta for the huge amount of hard
work that they have put in to put together the Home Learning packs.
The Greater Horseshoe School is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all its students.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead (Lukasz) will ensure that a robust communication plan is in
place for each child, their parent(s) / carers and the allocated social worker or placing authority.
I just wanted to thank all parents for how well you have been engaging with school during this difficult time; your communication with us has been amazing.
As you will be aware each young person has a risk assessment in place and communication between all people involved is extremely important. Following on from the recent review we would like
to let you know that if we have any concerns regarding non-communication we will follow our safeguarding policy and escalate to social services, MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) or the police.

Thank you again for your support and fantastic communication during challenging recent circumstances.

Warm weather precautions
Dear Parents/Carers
I hope you are all keeping well and coping with the current situation. Recently we have had some
lovely weather and the children that have been coming into school have been enjoying using the
outside spaces that we have.
With this in mind we would like to ask that students arrive at school prepared for their activities. This
includes suitable clothing, a sun hat, a refillable water bottle and sun cream. Sun cream should be
labeled and placed in a sealed bag (in case of leaks). Ideally sun cream should be applied before
the student comes into school; there are sun creams that last for 8 hours and are waterproof which
are ideal.
As usual all items that come into school should be clearly labeled.
We hope that we are not jinxing the weather and we continue to have lots of sunny spells; waterproofs and wellington boots are also good to have in school in case the weather changes during the
day.
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Eco schools
We are proud to announce that this term we have achieved our Eco Schools Bronze Award!
We have now set the foundations to become a fully-fledged Eco-School. We have a team of
Eco Helpers, including staff and students, that have carried out and whole school review and
created an action plan for the areas we want our school to focus on during the next steps of
our eco-journey. This included Biodiversity, Litter and Energy and lots of ideas for how we
can learn about and help the environment both on the school site and at Chipley Mill Farm.
We also included a special week of Eco Activities in our Home Learning Packs to Celebrate
World Earth Day in April so that our students could help spread the word to their families and
local community. We are all very excited to work towards our Silver Award!

Wildlife area
This spring we have been redesigning the animal area as a wildlife area in anticipation of the
chickens, ducks and rabbit being relocated to Chipley Mill care farm. The enclosure now includes a native tree nursery, wildflower area, raspberry plants and a mini orchard of fruit
trees. We will also be developing the wildlife potential of the pond and creating a shelter so
that the area can be enjoyed in all weathers. A range of native trees have also been planted
around the playground area to improve our site’s value to wildlife and, long term, provide
shade, shelter and a varied environment for our young people to enjoy.
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Lots of growth at Chipley Farm
There has been so much continuing good work happening at the farm this term despite the
obvious. I have been so impressed with the effort our school team and students alike have
put into making the farm a beautiful and relaxing atmosphere in which to work and learn.
When more students do start to return to the farm environment they will notice a vast difference, in both the accessibility around the whole site and the new or improved outdoor learning spaces. We now have our Thrive yurt based along the edge of the river Lemon surrounded by beautiful planted flowers. The Tipi has had a makeover along with the forest school
area and we now have a much tidier and more fruitful allotment and orchard. We will soon be
able to welcome back our beloved school chickens and ducks and are looking forward to increasing the number of animals that we keep at the farm in the near future.
With this year’s warm spring, vegetables are growing rapidly in the allotment area and we
now have a large polytunnel which is bringing us much more success with our seedlings.
Many vegetables our young people have planted in the allotment are doing very well (such as
the potatoes, kale, runner beans, and cabbages), so lots of future fresh ingredients for our
cooking lessons that can now be held at Chipley house alongside students’ core work and life
skills.
I shan`t give any more away for now as we look forward to welcoming you all here for a farm
visit as soon as we can.
Cheers ‘en, all best.
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Music
This term has been an exciting, challenging and rewarding experience in which both teachers
and students have had to adapt to working virtually. There has been some amazing work such
as Ethan T thriving with guitar lessons through video and tablature, Aiden growing in confidence
with singing while focusing on songs from Marvel films, Linus learning a range of Pokemon
theme tunes on his piano and creating his own version of We Didn’t Start the Fire with his own
Pokemon themed lyrics and finally Braiden crafting his own music based on his video game
idea using BandLab online music software to create a range of beats, basslines, melody and
chords for a run and hide theme. It has been amazing to see how well the students have engaged with learning at home overcoming barriers, working with the resources they have available and above all making incredible progress in music!

On site, individualised music sessions have been the focus of this term working with the students’ interests and goals. Ethan M has been working on improving his rapping skills to be confident in new styles from Stormzy, Ed Sheeran and Drake songs. Hope has continued to improve her drumming skills, writing lyrics and singing a range of songs to perform to peers. Taavi
has reached the next level on the electric guitar; tackling power chord riffs from Nirvana, Black
Sabbath and Power Rangers all whilst creating his own drum beats, learning theme tunes on
our new MIDI keyboard and turning them into electronic remixes. Ethan T has finished recording
all of his Steven Universe singing videos and has stitched them together using video editing
software into one brilliant montage – throughout this project Ethan has been incredibly engaged,
dedicated and patient. Again, I have been taken aback with how our students continue to go
above and beyond in their music lessons.
The band project with Harrison, Oscar, Ryan and Leo has continued to make huge progress in
finishing their first original song, writing lyrics stemming from a cyberpunk theme, making their
own cover of Eye of The Tiger and currently well into writing a second original rock song led by
the students and their incredible ideas.
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Thrive
Thrive this term has been slightly different. With Covid-19 happening, we have been able to do
some Virtual Thrive lessons which have been working really well. We tell each other stories, play
games, make crafts together and share each other’s experiences about this time.
At the school, the sun has been shining and we have been able to be outdoors even more than
usual. Students have been playing hide and seek down the bridle path, going to the beach, collecting pebbles and shells, going crabbing which gives them an opportunity to engage in different environments, especially at this time.
Parents have also been more intrigued to learn about Thrive, therefore we are currently discussing
how we can support you with this for the future. Please watch this space!
If you need any support with Thrive, or would like some more activities to do, please feel free to
contact the school and speak to a Thrive Practitioner to help you.
Have a lovely half term, stay safe, and see you soon!

New staff
Hi, I am Marina and I am a new learning support assistant at the school.
I qualified as a swimming teacher 8 years ago and love helping children to embrace the water and
learn a hugely important skill whilst having fun.
Now working at The Greater Horseshoe School gives me the opportunity to be able to combine my
swimming skills with supporting the rest of the young people’s education. I am loving it!
Hello all, my Name is Andy and I’ve been working at the school for the last month. It’s been a wonderful experience meeting you all. Whilst I will be covering a lot of different things, I am a cycling
coach and happy to help any of you with any aspect relating to cycling, from learning to ride to
skills training.
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Outdoor Education
This half term in Outdoor Education has seen a real change in the weather and with temperatures into the mid-twenties we’ve had to be very aware of the effects on our learners. So, armed
with some factor 50 and plenty of fluids, let’s have a run-down of what’s been happening!
As we all know Britain is still in a state of lockdown so careful consideration has been key when
deciding on activities and locations. With cycling being a key exercise promoted by the government our learners have been riding and experiencing mountain bike trails on accessible sections of single track. Ethan M, Hope and Aidan have all successfully tamed the trails. Students
have been encouraged to gain confidence on ‘Blue’ flat trails of a moderate nature before tackling ‘Red’ flat trails with more technical and advanced terrain. With some coaching and advice
all our riders have then completed the downhill ‘Blue’ route. This combines a moderate terrain
with much steeper and continuous sections that demands a higher skill level with quick decision
making and confident riding. With new staff arriving at the school recently we hope to continue
to develop our mountain biking equipment and provision.
Aidan S who has recently started with us has been on a variety of activities and a special mention goes out to him for getting stuck in and completing a series of challenges that I know were
sometimes on the edge of his comfort zone. In particular, a ridge scramble across Greator
Rocks tested his resolve, but with guidance he completed the task and gained confidence in this
environment.
Ethan M has found a real affinity with his bike and has expressed an interest in understanding
the complexities of bike mechanics. We hope to further his riding and maintenance skills into
next half term.
Hope has shown not only good control while riding the trails but during the hottest days has
been learning about the dynamics of white water safety and rescue. Last term she and a number of other students experienced some white water kayaking and so with the onset of warm
weather and slightly warmer water we entered a section of the river Dart that is well suited for
defensive swimming and throw-line rescues. The only thing missing from that session was an
ice-cream on the drive back…. we were a little late!
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Food Technology
During Summer term 1 we have been sourcing local produce to plan and prepare our recipes. The
focus is, as always, on Student choice.
•

Rhubarb crumble – using local rhubarb, in season. We learnt that rhubarb is technically a vegetable but legally considered a fruit.

•

Spaghetti and meatballs or cheese pasties with roasted vegetables. We discussed the Mediterranean diet and the benefits of British and International cuisine.

•

Lemon muffins – looking at the “all in one method” of baking, re – designing the recipe and
choosing an alternative topping.

•

Focaccia bread – a lovely Italian bread with Olive oil and a choice of herbs – grown at GHS by
our young people. We observed the different effects of dried and fresh yeast on proving the
loaf.

•

Chicken goujons in a breadcrumb and couscous coating with sweet potato fries or Vegetarian
sausages and Quorn chicken. What is cous- cous and how is it used in International cuisine.

•

Cheesecake with fruit compote topping (chilled method) We also discussed how to chill foods to
allow them to set and keep harmful bacteria at bay. The use of Corn flour as a thickening agent
in food.

The Food technology team are impressed by the willingness of every young person to cook, as well
as adapting to their personal tastes. Our lessons are fun, totally interactive and I’m sure you will
agree the proof is in the tasting!
We are always looking for any spare containers to carry food home – so if you had any lidded containers, we would be grateful to receive them.
Thank you for your continued support with Food Technology.
Kath and the team.
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Key Stage 3
KS 3 learning has been taking place both in school and at home this term,
with many children having part-time timetables. Learning from home has
been covered by learning packs on WW2, Rocks and the Earth, States of
matter, the South American continent, Measure and Money to name a
few. It has been encouraging to see so many of them engaging with the
practical activities and worksheets and having fun.
In School we have been focusing on plants in Science, expanding our knowledge of how they
reproduce and stay alive (we have also planted hanging baskets, taken cuttings and planted
potatoes). In English we have been working on speaking and listening skills, developing
presentations, writing letters and looking at Non-fiction and in Maths we have covered algebra
and indices as well as building confidence in our multi-step Maths challenges. Finally in Geography we have been considering the South American continent and looking at the water cycle.
We have made some really interesting studies on ways that countries have had to adapt to
having very little water.
Reward points report

At the start of the Spring term we introduced a new way to use reward points.
This included a range of experiences and vouchers which students could exchange their rewards for. I am pleased to announce that the scheme has
been a great success. During the spring term students requested a total of
£630 in vouchers to spend at Amazon or on books.
Olivia had a great time when she encountered rays at the Living coasts and
several children got the chance to go to Crealy, Bearfeet and Adrenalin Plymouth.
Aiden decided to use his points on a magazine subscription and every month he continues to
receive a copy of his favourite magazine, a great way to be reminded of his hard work. Harrison decided to make a charity donation and has used his points to adopt a panda through
WWF!
Since its introduction several new experiences have been added to the catalogue, including
quad biking, pottery painting, a visit to the board game café and a session at Tubers. New experiences will continue to be added so any ideas should be shared with your mentor. During
these times when it is difficult to organize experiences, magazine subscriptions are an excellent option. Students can discuss their interests with their
mentor and look together for a magazine they might like to
subscribe to. Subscriptions can last from 6 months to a year
and will arrive at least once a month, so will be a great way
to be entertained whilst at home.
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Dear Parents and Carers
Parent Council
As mentioned in the Christmas newsletter, we are still keen to establish a Parent Council. This
would be a representative body of a range of mums, dads or carers from different year groups. It
would typically meet on a termly basis to discuss issues affecting children and parents at the school.

The idea is to ensure that parents’ views are taken into account in school decision-making. The
Council would act as a two-way channel for communication between the school leadership team and
parents/carers. It would canvass the views of the wider parent body in order to advise the school
leadership and/or governing board of the parents’ views on different issues. In turn it would allow
parents and carers to raise matters of interest.
Examples of what a Parent Council might do include:
Helping the school take the needs of the parents into account when making their decisions
Providing parents with a mechanism for asking questions of the school
Helping the school to access parental expertise which may benefit the school
Helping parents to understand decisions from the point of view of the school
Improving communication between school and home
Developing a partnership to support and promote the work of the school for the benefit of all
If you would like to join Parent Council meetings, please let me know by sending an email:
jasong@enhancedchildrensservices.co.uk

Kind regards
Jason Goddard
Chair of Governors
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