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Message from the Head Teacher
Thank you everyone for your continued support during changeable and challenging times. There has been
some great learning this term. Some students have started working towards Functional Skills qualifications
and our new Rock School Learning course. Many students have completed a number of AQA units and we
are continuing to see a wide range of progress. We have recently gained approval to offer the Rock School
Learning qualification; we are offering a BTEC for Outdoor Education, which is proving very popular.
We are fortunate enough to have had no C19 positive cases within the school but there were two positive
cases within the wider school community which affected some of our families. Please be reassured that if any
cases do arise we will liaise with the Department for Education and Public Health England, and act on their
guidance. Recently almost all of our staff have been vaccinated and hopefully we will all be able to return to
some more normality soon.
It has been good to welcome two new students – Tyler and Fin, who have settled in quickly, started to build
relationships and engaged very well with their learning. Both are football lovers with a range of keen interests which has been lovely to see. We have also welcomed two new colleagues, Phoebe and Alice, who introduce themselves below.
Student reports for the autumn term have been shared and feedback from parents has been very positive.
This is the end of a very difficult half term for everybody. I know as a staff we are all working very hard to
provide face to face education and remote learning for those children staying at home. I want to thank you
all, students, families and staff and governors for being resilient and carrying on in these strange times.
Students return to school on Monday 22nd February
Reminder: If you need to contact the school for contact tracing purposes during half term then please email
us at lukaszm@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk
Very best wishes,
Lukasz
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New students
Tyler Joined us recently and has settled in extremely well. Tyler is a joy to be around, he has a great sense of
humour and loves to be active and has already been on many adventures including scrambling on the moors,
climbing, mountain biking and bush craft. Tyler also enjoys playing group sports and is joining in with many
different sports, such as football, rugby and tennis. Tyler is also making friends and building great relationships with his teachers.
Fin is the most recent student to join us. He loves being at the farm and enjoys learning about animals. Fin is
a keen footballer and loves to be outdoors and active. He is already doing really well in his lessons and making friends.

Student council
Our student council team has been working really hard this term and thinking of ideas to develop the wildlife
area we have in the school. They have all asked for a calming outdoor space to go when they are feeling upset, angry or just need some space. They have come up with ideas such as shelters, tunnels and benches to
make with Dave and Mark next term and they are hoping this will help students regulate themselves.
It is great hearing what creative ideas they would like for our school. We are all looking forward to seeing the
developments.
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Chipley Care Farm news
This term at the farm has seen us wrapping up in our warmest attire and completing lots of very important
jobs. Winter is an especially great time to focus on trees and carrying out works this term ensures that wildlife like birds and small mammals will not be disturbed during the nesting season.
We have been removing trees that are showing signs of disease (such as ash dieback) so that they don`t become a hazard and also coppicing large hazel stools so that they can regenerate when the warmer days return. We have also planted lots of bare root willow trees to provide future shelter and wildlife interest.

Wanting to make the most of having lots of thick branches laying around, our young people have been creating a dead hedge running all along the riverbank which we hope will help reduce the amount of damage
caused by flooding and will also provide an attractive and safe corridor for wildlife to travel along. Any chunkier timber is destined to be split ready for seasoning.
Our feathered residents seem to have doubled in size and we have started to find lovely fresh eggs in the
morning, which is a great sign that they are being well looked after. There is now a dedicated site for wild
bird feeders which has brought us many interesting visitors and the cozy farm hut has become a great place
to carry out the Big Schools Birdwatch with a pair of trusty binoculars.
There has been lots of work carried out in the large barn, with new student areas created and workshop
spaces perfect for vocational training. The outdoor kitchen has also come on leaps and bounds with more
regular sessions being held in this space. We are very fortunate to have many talented young chefs whose
nourishing meals really help keep them fueled for the winter tasks.
Well done to all our hardworking adults and young people who have made this a productive and enjoyable
term.
Greg (Farm Manager)
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Learning at Chipley
Discovery:
We all know that rain is good for our planet and we have been learning all about rain, water and the weather. Not only does it give us fresh water to drink, helps farmers grow crops, keeps everything green and lush,
and is fun to run around in! We have been learning all about the properties of water with some fun experiments in the tepee – floating and sinking, water resistances, capillary action and more. The students have
found that science can be fun when you get to use equipment!
We have created our very own weather station and have learned all about how to measure the weather,
create a forecast and the different way different weather systems affect us. Students have been cloud gazing
on Dartmoor, building their own rain gauges and barometers, as well as comparing climates all over the
world.
Land Based Studies:
This has been all about helping out with all the jobs that need doing to keep the farm running – they’ve been
using all the wood that Greg has cleared to help create dead hedges for flood defences and clearing away
wood from around the site to stock the logs stores. We have some real woodsmen in the making! They have
been looking after the allotment and looking to see what is ready to plant this time of year and what we
need to help the plants grow and get the soil ready for a bumper crop.
We have also started the process of preparing a new plot of land for possible new arrivals – this has seen students measuring out new fencing, clearing the land with metal detectors, and looking at what we could do to
make it the perfect environment for ….
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Outdoor Cooking:
This month has seen our outdoor kitchen open up and students have been
making the most of it! Not only using the area to cook up a tasty treat for
breakfast to get us ready for the day, but we have started a monthly theme
for students to be a little creative with their cooking. This month has been all
about PANCAKES! We have had three recipes for the students to try: European, American and potato. They have also had the opportunity to create them
with their own twist – Gluten free, Chilli pancakes and a range of sweet and
savoury fillings.
Animal Care:
Students have been busy looking after our animal friends, looking for signs
that they are all well and healthy as well as learning all about life cycles. We
have been working hard looking at our native wildlife and have started planning for our very own nature reserve alongside our Wild Bird Garden.
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Forest school
Over this half term we have had to brave the cold weather, but this has not stopped our students, who are
great at adapting and improvising. They have managed to build insulated forest school shelters, which block
out the wind and rain and relentlessly build them back up when the storms batter them.
We have been making the new Forest School ‘village’ which has become a beautiful area for our students to
spend some time reflecting and relaxing. This is the area that some of our best Forest School art projects
have taken place, such as ice designs, painting wooden sculptures and making clay faces for trees.

As always, we have been building and making fires. This time we have had to make sure that these fires can
be lit in wind and rain and so the students have had to learn which fire lays and fire types are best in these
conditions and what types of wood are best. Students have had to learn how and where to collect the appropriate tinder and how to adapt to find dry kindling in wet woodland.
Using tools safely has been a big part of creating this wonderful area. In these conditions, tools can be slippery and grip strength can be less due to cold hands. Our students have been brave and determined to build
and make some fantastic projects such as colourful fence posts and workshops and many other creative designs.
It has been evident that they have progressed socially emotionally and physically, for example being able to
work as a group, to be more creative with play and gaining confidence in their ability.
It has been wonderful to be a part of this ever-growing subject with such great students.
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Eco Schools
First of all, we would like to say a big thank you to anyone that has already donated to our hedgehog
food bank. We still need your help and would massively appreciate any meat-based cat or dog food,
cat biscuits and/or specially made hedgehog food. Please bring what you can to the school/farm and
we will donate them to the local charity, Elm Wildlife Rescue. Also, this term we have been participating in The Big Schools Bird Watch and surveying our local area for different wild bird species for
the RSPB. Our students have been working very hard making bird feeders and creating bird friendly
spaces around the school and farm. They have also been learning about the different ways we can
identify birds. All of the surveys we have completed will be submitted to the RSPB and included in
their data for our area. Well done guys! In other news, students on the Eco Committee have been
busy saving the planet making their very own Eco Bricks. After some discussion, they have decided
that they would like to use their bricks to make some outdoor bins for around the school/farm. Hopefully, we will be able to start building very soon.
A big part of Eco Schools is spreading the message about how we can help the environment and others too, so this term we have joined up with a charity called HeartFeltTips. They collect new or nearly
new stationery, notepads and colouring books and redistribute them to disadvantaged children. All
we need is for you and your family to collect any donations and bring them into school, ideally in a
new-looking pencil case or fun box. These will be sent to a donations bank in Exeter, and distributed
to children from there. These are hard times for many, and a small act of kindness can go a long way!
times for many, and a small act of kindness can go a long way!
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Food Technology
We have had an exciting term - creating everything from: Carrot cake, Roast chicken with roast and
steamed vegetables, curries, Dorset apple cake, cranberry muffins, pork stroganoff, spinach and
cheese cannelloni, lasagna, pizza, beetroot, feta cheese and chestnut tarts to halloumi salad!
Have a lovely half term break.
Thank you for all your support.
The Foodies Team
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Thrive
This term in Thrive we have been trialling group Thrive sessions to develop positive relationships within
the school. We have mixed Thrive and Outdoor sessions together which has been successful with our
students. Students have been learning skills such as putting up a hammock, outdoor cooking, and making hot chocolate as well as exploring new places safely. We are hoping to work with Phoebe, the new
speech and language therapist, to do more ‘social groups’ throughout the school and more Thrive
grouping.

New staff
Hello, My name is Alice and I’m the new LSA. I have been here for five weeks now and I’m absolutely
loving my role. Previously I worked as an outdoor instructor at a local residential outdoor education centre and this is how I found my passion for working with young people with different needs. I also studied
animal management in college and come from a family of farmers, so I love getting stuck in and don’t
mind getting my hands dirty. I am very passionate about outdoor learning and love to share this with
young people. All the staff have been so welcoming and I’m so happy to be part of the team!
Hi, I’m Phoebe the new Speech and Language Therapist. I will be working two days a week. I have been
here for a few weeks and already love the school and feel part of the team, thank you everyone for being so welcoming. I have been a speech therapist for decades! I have worked in many settings and different special needs schools. I live in Dunchideock (not an easy village to pronounce!) and would happily
spend days up on the moor with Daisy my dog.

www.thegreaterhorseshoeschool.co.uk
9

The Greater Horseshoe
School
Outdoor Education
This half term in ODE our learners have been engaging and achieving in a number of disciplines and environments. We have secured the use of an indoor climbing wall and children are using this on a regular
basis. Climbing activities are fantastic for building self-confidence, trust and responsibility, as well as being fantastic in developing physical fitness, coordination, motor skills and spatial awareness. All our
climbers are working towards various NICAS awards and many are near to completing level 1 with some
now nearing completion of level 2. Great work everybody!

On the water this term we’ve run some white water kayak trips on the River Dart. Students have begun
paddling smaller white water specific boats which demand a higher level of control and related skills –
they have been equal to the challenge. The water levels have been very high so picking our days in this
type of environment has been tricky, however we have another month of the season to try to get out on
some interesting river sections and push skills to the next level.
There’s been a real advance in the provision of bush-craft and navigation activities as these work in any
weather and season. From making wooden tools and laying (and dismantling) traps to exploring and
completing quite advanced orienteering courses and navigating on the moor, the students have been
out and about staying active and learning about the great outdoors.
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Musers
This term at MUSERS we have been engaging our amazing students with a range of activities in our new
space!
Firstly, some of our students have been learning their favourite video game music on a variety of instruments, recreating music using music software and composing their own for individual game ideas.
Alongside this, students have been enjoying instrumental and singing sessions, recording vocal covers
and making their own tracks in music production.
We have successfully enrolled KS4 students onto a level 1 music RSL course and making good progress
towards completing their second unit: Putting on a Virtual Performance. The students are experimenting
by combining hip hop with rock and developing ideas weekly.
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Media
Capturing footage:
This term has seen the start of some very interesting media-based projects,
from making music videos, exploring how to key using a green screen. Using
Graphics packages such as photoshop and Canva. A couple of our students
have started to build their own websites too. We also have a very ambitious
student starting to create his own computer games from scratch using the Epic
Games Unreal Engine. Having the creative space at Musers has already enabled

Drama
Our students have been focusing on Roald Dahl stories such as Matilda, The BFG and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. They have been focusing on roles within the stories and bringing them to life! Our main focus
has been on characterisation and understanding others’ emotions, improvisational scenes and putting together their own drama scrap books documenting their work along then way.
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SeeSaw
SEESAW is our online home communication system which we started using at the end of last year. Not
only supporting learning at home during lockdown, but it has become another way to share the successes we have at the school, the amazing things that our students do everyday. The feedback from parents
is lovely to read and a great way of the whole school seeing these things going on. Beware, It’s quite addictive; no, it’s such a great tool and so lovely to read.
Please contact the school if you have any difficulties with SEESAW or have any comments or feedback
you’d like to share, we’d be happy to help. Please do keep on ‘liking’ students work and commenting,
this is a great boost to their confidence and self-esteem and will keep sharing their amazing achievements and progress!
SENCO update
I am pleased to announce some additions to the Interventions
team working in the school. I’d like to welcome Phoebe, Phoebe
is a Speech and Language Therapist who brings to us a wealth of
experience in her field. Many thanks go to Hannah for her work
at the school previously. Phoebe has worked with Hannah during a transition and Phoebe has begun to work closely with students and the team. If you would like any support or have any
questions please get in touch.
I’m also delighted to welcome Julie, an Occupational Therapist who will be joining us shortly. Again, Julie
has over 20 years’ experience working in the NHS and will bring her skills to the school in supporting the
needs of students.
We continue to work to meet the needs of our students. With the current situation continuing we have
been able to adapt well to how we achieve this. This looks very different to the ‘norm’, but I am pleased
to say that throughout our school team have worked tirelessly to support students, continue to offer
routine and structure as best as possible and enhance the support available at home. Our specialists
working with us have continued in their work to support students, parents and the team ensuring we
could continue as we have. A sincere thank you goes to everyone in the team for their dedication and
hard work.
If you feel you would like information, support or guidance related
to supporting students at the school or in the family, please get in
touch. I’ll share the SignPost Plus Snippets, this is really worth
looking at and has weekly support taking place and advice. southern-snippets-4th-february-2021.pdf
(childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk)
Chris Clements
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