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Message from the Head Teacher
We are at the end of our third year, and a very busy and unprecedented one at that! It is a good time to look
back and reflect on the progress that we have made at The Greater Horseshoe School.

I strongly believe that we have achieved everything that we have set out to do, and even during this difficult
time we have continued growing and improving our school.
This year we worked hard to develop the quality of education that we offer, we had regular staff focus
meetings aiming at improving quality of education we offer at the school. We have been working hard to develop flightpaths for all our students following their wishes and aspirations. We have developed our facilities
at Chipley Farm and we have ambitious plans to develop this provision even further. We also developed our
‘Musers’ setting where students love trying different instruments, singing, recording, making music and working towards different qualifications. Our students absolutely love spending time there and learning new
things.
Thank you to all staff and students for all their hard work this academic year. Thanks are due also to the parents and families of our young people, who have supported us wonderfully.
Please note that students return to school on Tuesday 7th September.
Very best wishes,
Lukasz

The Greater Horseshoe School
t 01626 782 038, 07592504811
e lukaszm@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk
a Little Bovey Lane, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, TQ12 6RH
w http://www.thegreaterhorseshoeschool.co.uk
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Key Stage 3 and 4
Well, the students of KS 3 and 4 have been very busy this term. There really has been a lot going on!
Café- work experience: No Limits
First, we have started work experience placements at the No-Limits café in Newton Abbot. Two students have
started attending every Wednesday and are being trained in all the skills you need to work with the public. This
includes making and serving drinks and snacks (Barista training included!) I have already sampled a very tasty
Latte made by one of the students! Amazing.

Pond dip

The students of KS 3 have been examining the life in our school pond and we have seen great improvements
since last year’s dip. There are considerably more creatures and of greater variety. This has been lovely for the
students to witness and it was great to see lots of identification of species going on. Good work team.
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Music
This term has been all about preparing for a summer performance with the aim being for students to each
share a piece of music of their choice. We’ve had a range of personal goals from RSL grade syllabus pieces,
covers on carious instrument or voice and even original music. Our music team has been very impressed with
how dedicated our students have been towards their performance and how they have challenged themselves over the last six weeks. It is now the final week of term and we’ve already had some of our students
share their projects, with more scheduled to perform throughout the week - what an amazing way to end
the year!
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Outdoor Education
We’ve had a fantastic term this Summer in ODE. Lots of our students have been getting outdoors
achieving and progressing in various disciplines.
Aaron has created a new Bush-craft area next to the school site and this is proving to be very positive
for some of our younger learners. From fire lighting, cooking, wood carving and rope swing building,
there’s plenty going on.
We’ve got some new climbing and camping kit which Cilla is organising now and will look ahead to
next year hoping to run some new and exciting activities.
We took our new tents and stoves out this half term on the school’s first ever overnight trip. The
‘Dartmoor Adventure Camp’ was a great success, due in no small part to the excellent attitude of the
students involved. We had a great staff team supporting this trip including Alice, Zoe, Tom, Aaron,
Cilla, Steve, Jake and Jerram. Thanks to all who were involved to make this happen and meet the
needs of our young people. We’ll put together a photographic record of this experience for the students to keep.
Sea and flat water kayaking were just some of the activities that ran on the sunnier days of June. We
are awarding some students their British Canoeing ‘Start’ Award and will look forward to some decent weather in September to begin the next award: ‘Discover’.
NICAS awards at levels 1 and 2 have been achieved by a number of students this term. They have
been showing real technique and skill while indoor climbing and this continues to be a fantastic peer
group activity that teaches trust and reliance.
We have a student who has completed the school’s first John Muir award. Aaron is just now compiling the work to send off for verification. Once this has been done we hope to offer this to many more
learners who are timetabled for Outdoor Ed.
AQA Awards in Basic Navigation will be awarded to some of our young people for the efforts they’ve
put in while out on the Dartmoor with map and compass. This will link with the
night hike (though not very dark) we completed on the Camp.
Well done to all students this year!!
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Chipley
It’s been another busy term down on the farm with lots going on everywhere you look! Students
have been investigating and getting stuck in with lots of practical, hands on learning across Discovery,
Land Based Studies and Animal Care as well as in the Outdoor Kitchen and the Workshops! It has
been great to see all of our students getting stuck in and seeing their projects, ideas and experiments
come to life.

Animal Care
This term we incubated some of our Silkie eggs whilst we still had Sunshine, our Silkie Rooster living
at the farm. Sunshine has now been rehomed to a lovely farm where he will live out his days free
range protecting his hens. Unfortunately, not all of our chicks made it, except for one lucky chick
named Rosie. Even though we do not know the sex of our chicks yet as they are too young, we are
hoping for her to be a female chick. As Rosie was on her own, we were lucky enough to rehome two
gorgeous Bantam chicks whose names are yet to be decided. Our three lovely chicks are very happy
and when they are older they will be joining our other two silkies Black Panther and Tod. This term
we have been learning about evolution and adaptations and what better way to learn about how animals have evolved to adapt to their habitats than having animals from extreme environments.

Finally, our students have been busy completing their Wildlife Trust ‘30 days Wild’
challenge. This challenge helps young people
to develop their passion for nature and to
inspire the next generation of wildlife defenders. They completed lots of wildlifefriendly activities and this was made into a
friendly farm competition. We would like to
say a huge congratulations to Alana, Lawrence and Jasmine for completing the most
activities, well done!
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New Exotic Arrival at Chipley
We have a new little friend that has joined our exotics family recently,
he/she is called Kannon (Pronounced K-nun), and it’s a bearded dragon! Which is a lizard, originally from Australia. It is super friendly and
relaxed, and has been eating like a champ (Mostly crickets and salad),
which tells us they have settled in nicely.
Kannon has been a popular addition with many of our students asking
to meet the little one, with some students having a hold and others
just happy to have a look. Welcome, Kannon!
Outdoor Cooking
During the summer term in Outdoor cooking we have been looking at
different ways to cook with chicken, pasta and fish. Everybody also
had the opportunity to invent their own recipe and experiment with
different flavor combinations using the herbs and spices from the allotment and the store cupboard. In May our key ingredient was
chicken and we researched recipes from around the world using
chicken as their main ingredient. We cooked sweet and sour from
China, a tagine from North Africa and a tasty dish from America using
diet coke! In June we researched where pasta comes from and
looked at all the different shapes and sizes it comes in, we tried a
range of different recipes and really enjoyed being able to adapt a
recipe to suit our own likes and dislikes. Fish was the main ingredient
in July and we looked at sustainability and the types of fish that we
catch locally as well as testing out some of our local fish to make our
favourite fish finger sandwiches and tasting different types of fish to
make fish pie and fish cakes.
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Discovery
The first part of term, in Discovery, was all about coasts, with lots of trips to Teignmouth, Ness Cove
and Wembury to look at coastal landforms and explore rockpools. Students had a great time - who
doesn’t like a trip to the seaside? When students stayed onsite they learnt about the natural forces
and processes that shape our coastline engaging in activities such as creating their own sand, “wave
in a bottle”, clay coastal features and model rock pools.

It's been a great last half term of the year with the farm teeming with life, so it has been an ideal opportunity to explore the Micro-habitats of the farm, starting underneath our feet in the soil and finishing in the tops of the trees, no habitat was left unexplored. Students have been making wormeries, exploring leaf litter, setting pitfall traps, sweep netting grasshoppers, identifying bumblebees and
collecting beetles and leafhoppers from tree branches. The students have really enjoyed these activities whilst also learning about food chains, insect body parts, pollination and using ID guides and creating their own habitats for the creatures we collected.
Well done the Chipley Discovery crew for a great year of exploring the natural world.
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The Design Shed
We have a lovely large space in the barn, where we can explore all sorts of creative projects - and can
now start to look at providing DT lessons in addition to woodwork classes at the farm. There is already a ‘Workshop’ on site - so we’ve called the space ‘The Shed’. As well as making really useful stuff
for around the farm site such as duck ramps, bird boxes, animal enrichment items and signage, we
have also had a go at recycling old chairs into planters and benches, and tin cans into colourful
critters. Most of the students contributed at least one painted piece to our group project this term –
which was a length of wooden bunting for the allotment area. We have also managed to obtain a really lovely, sturdy old sewing machine and several of the students have enjoyed making masks, flags
and even shoulder bags from their own decorated fabric. (If anyone has white cotton sheeting/
bedding they no longer need – please consider donating – it’s so useful for many projects.)
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Summer news from the Chipley Allotment…
A few weeks ago, the Chipley Polytunnel was absolutely full of plants grown from seed by pupils. They
have mostly been planted outside now apart from the vegetables that will grow better inside the Polytunnel .

Still in the greenhouse, there are tomato, pepper, chilli,
rocket leaves, salad and herbs ripening ready to be harvested and eaten. Can you see the tomatoes on the plant?
They are still green so they need some more sunshine to
ripen into the red colour you are used to seeing.

Look at the five allotment beds! They are absolutely bursting with life! We have planted potatoes, onions, garlic, broccoli, cabbages, lettuces, peas, beans and much more! We can’t wait to harvest the produce to cook it in the outdoor kitchen.
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Other growing projects…
This new sink planter is not just attractive to us humans. In a Discovery project with Jon, pupils found
out that bees prefer purple flowers, so we chose purple flowers because we want to see more bees here.

These old tractor tyres have been transformed into
beautiful planters full of fragrant flowers.

Last but not least, we have planted a huge number of
saplings on the farm. Planting trees helps to fight climate change so we are helping the environment
whilst making the farm even more wonderful.
I hope to meet more of you for lots more fabulous growing projects.
Louise
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Farewell from Farmer Greg
I would like to take this opportunity to say my goodbyes to all the fantastic parents and young people I
have had the great fortune to get to know over the last few years.
I recently made the difficult decision to stand down from my tenure as farm manager to allow myself
the opportunity for fresh challenges and adventure.
After a Summer road trip in France for a long-postponed visit to family I will be returning to Devon in
September working with the Forestry Commission.
It has been a great privilege to help create the Chipley Mill Farm you will find today. I know that all the
wonderful sites will go from strength to strength because of the incredible quality of every member of
the team who work tirelessly to support our young people and bring their own passions and interests to
inspire growth in all areas.
As I know many of the young people will miss my “Not even funny” jokes, I shall leave you with this"What do a tick and the Eiffel Tower have in common?" "They're both Paris sites."
Au revoir
Gregory
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School Closure Home Learning
The second to last week of the school year was a strange one for us. It was the first time during the
whole pandemic that the school had to completely close its doors to students. However, we took this in
our stride and continued with our home learning as before but with bonus virtual group lessons in the
afternoons. We really enjoyed being able to provide opportunities for our students to share fun lessons
together and deliver a social aspect to keep spirits high during our mini closure

We hosted a variety of events including virtual PA lessons, quizzes, scavenger hunts and an art lesson.
Thank you to staff members Leo, Jake, Lewis, Alana and Tom as well as all the mentors that managed to
have a virtual lesson with their mentee.
We are pleased to say we managed to reopen for the final week of the school year to finish the year
properly.
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Animal Encounters Visit
We had a fantastic visit as an end of term treat for all. Chris from Animal Encounters brought a huge variety of
animals for us to meet and those who were feeling brave, hold. We found out all kinds of amazing facts and met
a new animal none of us had heard of, the tenrec, (photo below) it was an amazing day!!
Quote from a student, “I liked holding the snakes, I used to be frightened of them but I’m not now!”.
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New Staff
Rosie - I started at The Greater Horseshoe School just over a month ago. From my first day of starting at the
school I was overwhelmed with how kind and friendly all the staff were. It has been great to get to know the students and to start settling into my new role. Previously to working here I worked in a SEN school in Torbay doing
a Level 3 Apprenticeship to become a Teaching Assistant, this acted as a stepping stone for my career and was a
great experience. My main hobbies and interests include the great outdoors and cooking.

Jane - Hi everyone, I am the new School Administrator and will be working alongside Zoe. You will sometimes
see me at the school, but I’ll mostly be at Chipley Farm and Musers. Before coming to join the Greater Horseshoe School I worked for the NHS on the children’s ward at Torbay Hospital, I was there for the last 7 years. I’ve
loved my first couple of weeks at the GHS, everyone has been so friendly and welcoming. My hobbies include
exploring new places on weekends, hopefully in some nice sunshine! I also like swimming, walking and watching
a good film! I will look forward to meeting more of you soon.
Libby - Before joining The Greater Horseshoe School, I worked in an autism provision in a mainstream secondary
school for 6 years and then in an autism provision in a large mainstream FE college for 11 years. Outside of work I
enjoy going for walks, doing some arts and crafts and I love going to the theatre. I'm really looking forward to
joining what already seems like an amazing team!

Louise - Hello! I’m Louise and I have been at The Greater Horseshoe School since the beginning of June. I have 25
years of teaching experience, 18 of those with SEN pupils and have taught across all age groups. I have been appointed to teach mostly at Chipley Farm teaching Land Based Studies and City + Guilds Horticulture. I’m so
pleased to be able to help pupils to learn all about plants and gardening in such a beautiful environment and
with such fantastic facilities. Another part of my role is Employability and Careers so I’ll be helping to advise pupils on next steps and the world of work, which is very exciting. I have thoroughly enjoyed my start at the school
and am so proud to be part of a team that goes above and beyond for each and every pupil.
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An introduction from Phoebe, Speech and Language Therapist
“I’m Phoebe, Speech and Language Therapist. I work Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. I have loved my time
at GHS so far and I have never worked with such a friendly, motivated and supportive team before, in the 30
years of my working life!
I spent quite some time getting to know students and staff and the locations of the school. From that I have done
some work on visuals for students and feedback my observations on particular students to staff.
More recently I have started a few social skills groups that have been play based. These have worked really well
and in the short time they ran, I have seen positive changes in the interaction between the students.
Lots of plans for the new school year. Julie (the School Occupational Therapist) and I are going to run some social
skills groups which are focusing on the senses, how we feel things in our bodies and linking that to emotions.
I am running a Dungeons and Dragons group for four students with help from Ryan, Simon and Leo. Really looking forward to this.”
Phoebe and Julie will be working closely with students and seeing the best ways in which they and the school
could support students. If you have any questions or feel some of these interventions might benefit your child, or
you have a question about support for your child please do get in touch chris@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk
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Family Support Worker
I have really enjoyed my first few months as The Greater Horseshoe School’s Family Support Worker. It has been wonderful
not only getting to know the children here, but also their parents, carers and other family members and I hope I will get to
know many more of you over the next school year.
This past year has been challenging in so many ways, for a lot of people, but we have been lucky that we have been able to
continue (for the most part) to offer face to face education throughout the past 18 months. We have also been able to help
some of you with further support and training as well as being able to signpost you to other services that are able to help.
It was great that some of you managed to access the online safety and autism training and all the feedback I have received
about them has been really positive. Please keep looking out for my emails as I will continue to let know of any more training opportunities and other support or information that comes up.
The holidays, for some of our young people, can be particularly tricky as they struggle with a lack of routine and changes.
The school held a parent/carers’ support evening, at the beginning of July, to help with support to manage the transition to
the holidays. If you were unable to access the evening, here are some tips to help:
Try to keep to a routine where possible e.g. bedtimes, mealtimes etc
Have a visual calendar so they are able to see and prepare for events e.g. the return to school/days out
Use a social story to aid preparation for changes, transitions, rewards.
Try to organise some activities throughout the holidays
If you do need any further support or assistance, during term time, please either contact your child’s mentor or you can
email me on SarahS@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk or ring me on 07435 815755 (Monday – Friday 8.30am -5pm).
During the school holidays, there are many support services available.
The Devon Information and Advice (DIAS) service is a really helpful resource to look at. DIAS provide specific advice, links
and guidance to families for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disability. https://
devonias.org.uk
If a child or young person (under 18) is experiencing a mental health crisis, you can now access Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 24/7. Please contact 03300 245 321 during normal hours (8am-5pm, Mon to Fri) or 0300 555
5000 outside these hours.
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/ for parents of children aged 0 – 19 to get in touch to ask questions and talk 1-1
about any parenting questions.

If you are concerned about the safety of a child in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if you are a child worried about
your own safety, contact our Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 155 1071 or email
mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can.
If your child is at immediate risk ring 999
The school is also operating a support email service on office@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk which will be monitored
periodically by the senior leadership team.
Finally, I wish all of you and your families a wonderful (and safe) summer holidays. I hope the sunshine continues and look
forward to seeing your young people in September, when they return to school.
Best wishes,
Sarah
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Pearson National Teaching Awards
After Peta Hustwayte received a British Empire Medal last year from Her Majesty the Queen for outstanding service to vulnerable students and families during lockdown, we are pleased to announce another national award
for one of our colleagues. Our Head Teacher Lukasz has been recognised for his remarkable leadership of the
school during the pandemic, achieving the 2021 Lockdown Hero Award for Learner and Community Support in
the Pearson National Teaching Awards. This is a wonderful achievement and fully deserved.
Outdoor Education Teacher Tom Eagle also received a nomination in the same category for his outstanding work
providing quality outdoor learning experiences for our students throughout the Covid crisis.
Congratulations both Lukasz and Tom! Who will be next?
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Eco Committee
We have lots of exciting news from the Eco Committee this term. Last month, we were very lucky and all went on
a little trip to the Eden Project together. This was a great opportunity to collect some awesome eco ideas that we
can bring back and implement at the school and the farm site. Here’s what one of our Eco Committee members,
Lewis, had to say about the trip…

“On Friday 2nd July, we went to the Eden Project. We saw a turtle sculpture made out of recycled plastic, which
showed us that turtles and other sea life are dying due to plastic pollution in the oceans. We also saw a big metal
bee which showed us the importance of pollinators in our eco system. I think it would be a good idea to make a
sculpture out of recycled materials at school. The big metal bee inspired me to think about pollinators at school.
We could plant more flowers at school to help the bee population. It was great fun to go to the Eden Project. The
variety of plants I saw were incredible and the information about different cultures was interesting.”
In other exciting news, our school has officially been awarded our Eco Schools Silver Award! Lots of our students
and staff have worked incredibly hard towards this, it is a great achievement and real credit to the efforts put in
by all. I am very proud to say that our commitment to eco-friendliness and sustainability is paying off. Next up,
we will be aiming for our gold (or should I say green) flag, some may call it ultimate eco status... Onwards and
upwards!
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Free Vouchers for School Scheme

Dear Parents/Guardians,
WH Smith are supporting our School with their “Free Vouchers for School Scheme” and we need your help to
make it a success!!

We have signed up to a new scheme to earn Free Vouchers for our School: WH Smith has agreed to donate 10%
of the value that all our Parents/Guardians spend on books and stationery* between 1 st June – 30th September
2021 as WH Smith vouchers which will be used to reward and acknowledge Student achievements and to purchase books and stationery supplies from WH Smith for the school.
How to support our school:
Shopping in store: Please print and take the below barcode in to a WH Smith High Street Store and ask the
cashier to scan the barcode along with your items at the checkout or scan at the self-service tills
Shopping online: When completing your purchase simply enter the barcode number below into the “do you
have a promo code” box

60239389

After 30th September we will receive 10% of the value of the spend on Books and Stationery* earned by everyone that has participated, back in vouchers for the School
Please see the next page for any FAQs

We appreciate your participation within this promotion and support for our school.
*Excluding Toys, Games and Computing
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FAQs:
Can the barcode be multiple times? Yes, you can use it every time you shop with participating WH Smith
stores or on WHSmith.co.uk between 01/06/2021 – 30/09/2021
Can the barcode be used alongside other promotional or discount codes in store and online? Yes, this can
be used in conjunction with any other offer

Will the School earn 10% back on all purchases? We will earn 10% of the value spent on Books & Stationery
(excluding Toys, Games and Computing). All other lines are excluded from the promotion.
Where can I shop to earn 10% for the School? On WHSmith.co.uk or in any WH Smith High Street Stores
(excluding concessions, stores located in Airports, Hospitals, Motorway service stations, Rail, London Underground sites, WHSmith Local, or WHSmith franchise stores)
What can the free school vouchers be used for? Our School will receive Free WH Smith School vouchers
which will be used to reward and acknowledge students’ achievements and to purchase books and stationery supplies from WH Smith for the School.
Will I be given vouchers to collect for the School? No, WH Smith are not handing vouchers out. Simply show
your School’s unique barcode in store or log the barcode number when you shop online, and WH Smith
will track the spend amounts and provide the School with a statement of total spend after 30/09/2021.
(Don’t worry, we will not be able to see who has purchased what)
Will I be able to see the value they I have earned for the School? The value will not be printed on individual
receipts. Your will have earned 10% of the Gross value on your spends on any Books and Stationery
(Excluding Toys, Games and Computing) only
What if I forget to use the barcode when shopping? The barcode must be scanned/barcode number logged
at the time of the original transaction to earn the 10% back for the School
For full Terms and Conditions please visit www.whsmith.co.uk/giftcard
New website for parents to help their children catch up
The Department for Education has launched an information site for parents, to support children of all age ranges
and abilities catch up on lost learning from the pandemic. The site features advice and support for parents of
children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), as well as programmes, resources and activities
for children and young people this summer.
This website can be found at: educationcatchup.campaign.gov.uk
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Covid updates – Autumn Term
You will be well aware of the rapid increase in cases locally and nationally.
My aim is to continue to keep the school as safe as possible, thus protecting children, staff and families.
We have worked extremely hard throughout the pandemic both as a school and as a community and a cautious
approach at this point in time seems sensible.
You will also have seen that the Government has suggested that, prior to secondary aged children returning to
schools in September, schools should administer lateral flow tests to children on site. Once they have returned
to school, children have to carry out 2 lateral flow tests a week during September at home, as they have been
doing this year.
The logistics of carrying out lateral flow tests on site would mean a disrupted start to the new school year.
We would ask that you assist your child to carry out both lateral flow tests at home. Test kits are available FREE
OF CHARGE; you can order lateral flow tests directly from the Government on the following link and they will be
delivered directly to your home. FREE LATERAL FLOW TEST DELIVERED TO HOME : https://www.gov.uk/ordercoronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests. Alternatively we still have a number of self test kits at school which we
would be able to give to your child to take home during the last week of term.
From September, the new guidance explains that schools should be operating ‘normally’ without the need for
bubbles. I will reserve judgement on this and send out further communications. This may be over the summer
holidays so please check your emails before returning to school.
I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you for your support throughout this year.
Best wishes,
Lukasz Miecznikowski
Head Teacher
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