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Message from the Head Teacher
Thank you everyone for your continued support during challenging times. There has been some great learning this term. It’s important to mention that we ran our first ever external exams at the school. This is a big
thing for us at the school and something we have worked hard for! The students shone and did us proud.
Well done to all students who took part and all the staff who helped to make this happen.
We have appointed Head of Faculties for English, Science, Outdoor Education and Physical Education and
Performing Arts. Congratulations to Yvonne, Alex, Tom and Ryan. This will help us make our offer even
better and focus on important parts of school curriculum to improve the quality of education.
I would like to say thank you to Braiden and Harrison for representing our school and showing governors
around. This was a positive visit; governors are very impressed with what we do but also where required provide challenge and support to our school leadership team.
Students return to school on Monday 28th February
Reminder: If you need to contact the school for contact tracing purposes during half term then please email
us at lukaszm@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk

Very best wishes, Lukasz.
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New Staff
Hi, I’m Maryanne, an LSA at the school. I joined GHS at the start of the year and have been enjoying working at
both the main school and at Chipley Farm. I have met so many amazing students and already feel part of the
great staff team here at GHS. My background is in biology and geography and I previously worked in outdoor environmental education for 15 years. I am using lots of my previous experiences in the sessions I deliver now as
well as learning plenty of new things too! I spend my free time going out for walks with my dog and I also enjoy
running and dancing.
Ed: I’m a maths teacher recently moved to the South West to escape the chilly weather in the Midlands. I’ve become really excited about the potential of the students at GHS, and I’ll be working with them to make sure that
they get the qualifications that reflect their ability and will give them options in taking their next steps after their
time here. I also dabble in a couple of musical instruments and games, and have enjoyed learning more from the
students over my first month here. I’m definitely looking forward to knowing enough about chess to force a draw
instead of losing all the time.
Hello, I’m Julia. I joined the school in the New Year and have really enjoyed my first term of getting to know our
students and staff. Everyone is so friendly and it’s fantastic hearing about the many exciting and diverse interests we have as a school.

My background is in film production and photography, with equine photography, film editing and cinematography particular favourites. Our students have so many creative ideas and I love how creative we are as a school
with our teaching. In my free time I enjoy mountain biking, cooking and exploring more of the UK, generally being outdoors. I’m excited to see what next term brings!

Hi, I’m Stacey and I started at GHS in the middle of January. I have really enjoyed getting to know many of the
students already and have been made to feel very welcome!
I qualified as an English teacher in 2006 and have worked in both mainstream and SEN settings throughout my
career. I am really looking forward to delivering personalised, fun and creative lessons that will engage the young
people at GHS and am planning for a new qualification that KS4 learners can access, when they are ready and
able. In addition to teaching English, I have extensive experience leading PSHE and as a Head of Year which saw
me support young people and their families with a wide range of matters.
In my spare time, I volunteer by facilitating a mental health peer support group providing support to people with
a variety of diagnosed and undiagnosed mental health conditions, often linked to trauma. I look forward to being
able to use my skills and experience to support the young people at GHS to reach their full potential.
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Outdoor Ed – John Muir Award and D of E
John Muir Discovery Award
We are enrolling more and more students for the John Muir Discovery Award. And we also have our first student
taking part in the Explorer level award.

In the last term, we have three students complete the award. So making the total number of students to finish
the award five!..and counting.
Duke of Edinburgh.
We have six students enrolled for the bronze award. They are all working through each section of the award.
The sections are divided into four areas: Volunteering, physical, skills and expedition.
The students are focusing on the first three sections for now and we plan to look at the expedition section later
in the year.
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Art
In Art this term, students have been exploring the wonderful world of colour. This has included learning and
investigating the colour wheel, colour harmony, and the context of how colours are used. The students have created a variety of vibrant artworks, from creating their own colour wheels using found objects, expressing themselves through mark-making, and creating work inspired by famous artists, such as Vincent Van Gogh and Georgia O’Keefe.
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Star Reader
We have had lots of Star Readers this term. A Star Reader can be nominated by students or staff for excellent
engagement in reading. Winners are given a book voucher and can purchase a book for themselves as well as a
school copy of the same book to go in the library on display. The library is quickly filling up with a range of Pokémon, Jacqueline Wilson, Marvel and Jeff Kinney books, to name a few. Congratulations to all of our star readers
from this term! We look forward to celebrating many more next half term.

Winners this half term:
Will
Aiden BB
Brandon
James
Hope
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Horticulture
Big news: we have embarked on our City + Guilds Level 1 Practical Horticulture Skills course!
Horticulture pupils will be able to achieve an internationally recognised certificate which will help them to access
a job in the future. Assessed skills could include
preparing the ground
forking

mulching
watering
sowing seeds indoors and outdoors
tending to a planted area
creating planters
mowing
leaf litter blowing
strimming.
Pupils can achieve a City + Guilds Level 1 Award or Certificate in Year 11 and then a Diploma in Year 13.
One of the City and Guilds units is to prepare planters for display or sale; the pupils created some beautiful planters to place at the front of the barn.

Around the site, the bulbs we planted in the autumn have been starting to bloom,
showing that spring is on the way.
During the second half of the Spring term, the focus will be on growing. We will be
sowing seeds under cover, learning the techniques for sowing large and small seeds.
Pupils will learn how to care for the seeds; how to water them and how and why we
prick them out into individual pots.
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Careers News
Our GHS Careers team is continuing to grow stronger with the recent appointments of our employability tutor
and employability coach. With a member of our staff to arrange and accompany their work experience placements and another to deliver tailor-made employability lessons, our pupils will receive an even more focused
and individualised provision. Employability lessons follow the modules Choosing a Job, Getting a Job, Know your
Rights, Workplace Routines and Workplace Skills to empower our young people with the knowledge they need
to become successful employees.
We have just celebrated National Apprenticeships Week where pupils and families learned about apprenticeships as one of the Post 16 and Post 18 options to lead them towards employment.
If you would more details about apprenticeships, please go to www.apprenticeships.gov.uk or
www.amazingapprenticeships.com
I am sure you’ll agree that earning whilst gaining qualifications, real on-the-job experience and employee benefits can only be viewed as a fantastic supportive route into employment.

Spotlight on…… Art and Craft
In lessons, teachers will explore career options leading from our young peoples’ strengths and preferences. In Art
for example, pupils will discuss the Gatsby Benchmarks (mentioned in the last newsletter) and will learn which
jobs involve elements of art and design.
If you have any questions about careers, post 16 options or work experience please arrange to speak to one of
our careers team.
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Animal Care
This term in Animal Care we have been learning about Birds of the World, Looking more closely at
their lifecycle, their unique behaviours and their anatomy and physiology, as well as comparing them
to other animals. This subject has linked well with Environmental Studies where students have been
completing various activities like creating bird boxes and completing the ‘Big Schools Birdwatch’ for
the RSPB. In animal care, students have been observing birds on our farm and counting the different
species that visit our feeding stations.

Unfortunately, our chickens are still in ‘flockdown’ due to the avian influenza (bird flu) still threatening our captive birds, but our students have been fantastic at making sure they are cared for to the
highest standards and are happy in their enclosed area.
All our animals are doing well, and each week our students are learning the important skills to care
for them and make sure they are happy and heathy in the cold winter months. A special shout out to
Fin, who has trained our rabbit, ‘Bunny’, to walk on a harness and lead, as well training him to go
over a small agility course. He is looking healthier and fitter than ever!
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Horse riding
Firstly, I would like to congratulate Lara and Jasmine for successfully completing their Pony Club badges for
mucking out, grooming and tacking up horses! They were awarded with these badges throughout this term
and are currently working towards their safe handling and leading badges.
We have had a few more students, Dylan and Jazzy who started riding this term and are doing so well. They
are already trotting off the lead rein in their riding lessons. It is great to see their smiles when they return to
the farm after having so much fun.

I cannot express how proud we are of all our students who have been having riding lessons. It has been great
to see them progress their skills through the term and watch their confidence grow. Horse riding has been
hugely beneficial to our students, both physically and mentally, and we cannot wait to see what they can
achieve next term.
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Spring marks another splendid term in the music department with our level 1 and 2 RSL students
working towards finalising their first unit! Our level 1’s have been creating a biography on an artist or
band who has inspired them and also creating a track review on their favourite piece. Level 2’s on the
other hand have been researching and describing two contrasting genres as well as demonstrating
further understanding in recognising and discussing key musical elements.
KS2&3 have had a focus on songwriting which for many of our students has been an incredible journey learning about themes, chords & writing lyrics. We’ve had some amazing ideas such as Brayden
writing his own “PokeSong” and a piece about “Galactus”, DracovishTV independently writing a dark
story-like rock piece called “The Red Fish Army”, Jazzy writing lyrics about more personal subjects,
Taavi writing a song about all our Dungeons and Dragons characters and so much more!
As usual, our students have also been making progress on their favourite instruments or singing with
some learning RSL grade pieces and others learning techniques or their personal favourite music.
We’ve seen Harrison challenge himself learning guitar solo skills for “Enter Sandman”; Ethan experimenting with bass guitar and effect pedals to create a unique tone like Royal Blood; Taavi learning
RSL Grade 2 guitar “Helter Skelter” in time with the backing track; Hayden also working on various
RSL drum kit pieces; Katie becoming very independent in learning new piano music from her favourite anime; Aiden and Ethan learning “Gangsta’s Paradise” as a band. Again, I could keep going… I’m
continually surprised with the level of engagement and dedication our students keep bringing week
after week!

www.thegreaterhorseshoeschool.co.uk

The Greater Horseshoe
School
On the technical side of things, we’ve been exploring sounds that are available in guitar pedals. You
should hear some of the sounds that our students have been making!

We’ve also been looking at how to change strings and maintain our instruments. All really valuable skills
to have and saves money being spent at the luthiers!
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Media
More excellent work in Media this half term. Some of the students have been exploring the Gothic Theme
and we’ve discovered the amazing architecture that exists on our doorstep, exploring and taking many photos
along the way. We have enough to make our first Gallery at GHS.

We’ve also explored the sights and sounds of the coastline and compared them with Dartmoor.

More final cut pro videos on the go. I think we have a whole series of “The Ghost Hunters” now! Some students have been studying 7 story/plot types too.

We’re looking forward to doing a lot more filming outside as spring arrives.
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SENCO update:
With World Autism Acceptance Week coming up, 28 March - 3 April, we thought we’d discuss Autism, ASD, ASC
and share how having ASD does not need to limit people’s achievements.
What is autism?
Autism is a lifelong developmental disability which affects how people communicate and interact with the world.
One in 100 people are on the autism spectrum and there are around 700,000 autistic adults and children in the
UK.
Being autistic
Autism is a spectrum condition and affects people in different ways. Like all people, autistic people have their
own strengths and weaknesses. Below is a list of difficulties autistic people may share, including the two key difficulties required for a diagnosis.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Social communication and social interaction challenges
Repetitive and restrictive behaviour
Over- or under-sensitivity to light, sound, taste or
touch
Highly focused interests or hobbies
Extreme anxiety
Meltdowns and shutdowns

"The greatest discomfort for autistic people can be the social one. For me, I was confused by the way people behaved." Chris Packham, CBE and National Autistic Society
Ambassador
ASD Traits Can Contribute to Accomplishing Great Things
No matter what traits of autism you or your loved one may have, a person with autism has their own unique
strengths and abilities. There are many famous people with autism spectrum disorder who have used their
strengths and abilities to achieve success, fame, or to accomplish amazing things.
Strong Interests Support Success
One example of a trait of autism is called restricted interests. This is a type of restrictive behaviour. Restricted
interests have to do with how the person with ASD has an intense passion for a certain topic. Where people
without autism often have a range of interests and can easily switch focus from one topic or activity to another
and may not commit to excelling at one particular thing, people with autism may have a limited and narrow
range of interests.
This characteristic may contribute to the success that many people with ASD experience in life. By being able to
focus and maintain one core interest for years or even for most of one’s life, the person with ASD can use this
interest to accomplish great things.
https://behavioral-innovations.com/blog/20-famous-people-with-autism-spectrum-disorder-asd/
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PSHE
This half term’s theme has been Living in the Wider World, where we have covered work on our communities. This has included exploring diversity in the community, work on careers and working together
and by marking National Apprenticeship week some work on apprenticeships. We were lucky to have
some guest speakers attend our school assemblies and parent support evening, providing advice to students and parents. Careers Southwest is an external provider which supports schools in ensuring students are best supported with making careers choices and plans for higher education. We have had a
record number of students taking part in careers work experience placements. Well done to all of these
students – they have done exceptionally well and this is a great achievement for them.
Our plans for our curriculum follow a yearly plan. During the next spring half term, key stage 2 and 3 students will be covering Health and Wellbeing and key stage 4 students will be working towards STEPS for
Life, developing their skills in employability. We sometimes divert from this plan where we identify students’ need or wish to explore other areas of learning, responding with appropriate support and guidance. This ensures we are able to personalise learning and respond to the world around us.

www.thegreaterhorseshoeschool.co.uk

The Greater Horseshoe
School
Family Support Worker update
During this half term, all three sites have, again, been busy places. There have been some changes – several new members of staff joining the team, new outdoor fitness equipment at school, safety fencing at the farm and some of our students sitting the first external
exams in our school’s history! I am sure that you would agree that your young people have all done an amazing job in embracing all of
these.
We held our third Parent and Carer Support Evening last week and were lucky to have Careers South West to join us to give us some
information about apprenticeships. If you were not able to attend the evening and would like to know more, please take a look at the
slides from the evening sent out by email and put on Seesaw, as they have lots of information and links on them. Please do get in touch
if you are unable to access them or would like support for this or any other issues or worries you may have.
As restrictions are continuing to ease, being able to go out and about to different attractions and events this half term should be more
possible. If you would like to find out some information on events in your area please visit the links below.
https://devonwithkids.co.uk/things-to-do-in-devon-in-february-half-term/
https://www.primarytimes.co.uk/devon/
For some of our young people school holidays can be particularly tricky as they struggle with a lack of routine and changes. Here are
some tips to help:

•

Try to keep to a routine where possible e.g. bedtimes, mealtimes etc

•

Have a visual calendar so they are able to see and prepare for events e.g. the return to school/days out

•

Use a social story (simple text and pictures) to aid preparation for changes, transitions, rewards.

Try to organise some activities throughout the holidays.
During the school holidays there are many support services available.
The Devon Information and Advice (DIAS) service is a really helpful resource to look at. DIAS provide specific advice, links and guidance
to families for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disability. https://devonias.org.uk
If a child or young person (under 18) is experiencing a mental health crisis, you can now access Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 24/7. Please contact 03300 245 321 during normal hours (8am-5pm, Mon to Fri) or 0300 555 5000 outside these hours.
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/ for parents of children aged 0 – 19 to get in touch to ask questions and talk 1-1 about any parenting questions.
If you are concerned about the safety of a child in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if you are a child worried about your own
safety, contact our Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much
information as you can.
If your child is at immediate risk ring 999
The school is also operating a support email service on office@enhancedlearningservices.co.uk which will be monitored periodically by
the senior leadership team.
I hope that you and your families have a great half term holiday next week.
Best wishes,
Sarah
Family Support Worker
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